
 
  

current topics >>> 

Independent Corner 

Legislation 

Membership 

Robin’s Research 

Upcoming Events 

TEXAS TIDBITS 
 

TEXAS ABATE CONFEDERATION, INC 
 

Edition II, Volume XII 
November - December 2020 

STATE: 
 12/5/20 State Meeting, 1 pm, 

VFW Post 7227, 1707 Baker Road 
Sherman, TX 75090 

 

ARLINGTON: 
 3rd Sunday at 12 noon 

VFW Post 6111 
1200 W Harris Street 
Arlington, TX 76018 

 11/15/20 Bikers Giving Back 
to Arlington Fire Dept 
 

DENTON: 
 4th Sunday at 2:00 pm 

**NEW MEETING LOCATION** 
Horny Toad Café & Bar 
5812 Interstate 35 
Denton, TX 76207 
 

LAKE CITIES: 
 2nd Sunday at 1:00 pm 

VFW Post 10460 
501 Thompson Drive 
Lake Dallas, TX 75065 
 

TEXOMA: 
 3rd Sunday at 1:00 pm 

American Legion Post 62 
419 Crawford Street 
Denison, TX 75020 

 11/28/20 Freedom Run 
 12/12/20 Christmas Party 
 

Upcoming Events 
(Click underlined text for flyers/links) 

As the Independent Board Member for 2021 was elected by acclamation at the October 2020 State meeting, no ballots 
will be mailed. The Independent Representative is to keep the line of communication open between the ABATE Board and our 
Independent Members, to bring the Independent Members all information regarding Legislative issues and actions, and to 
bring to the Board your concerns, suggestions, ideas and such. 

However, if you've moved, changed your phone number or email address, and think that we may not have current contact 
information for you, let us know at either method below and we will be sure to update our records.  It's hard to keep you 
informed about motorcycle related issues if we cannot get in touch with you. 

Until December 31st, our Assistant State Coordinator, Dino Viles, is your point of contact:  

Email:  dviles85@gmail.com; Phone:  (903)624-1938; Snail Mail:  P.O. Box 440, Denison, TX 75021  

INDEPENDENT CORNER 

Robin’s ReseaRch 
Robin Warfield, State Secretary, Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all those who served Texas ABATE for the 2019-
2020 term!  The 2021-2022 State position nominations are closed.  Congratulations 
to the Texas ABATE Officers nominated for the upcoming term, and Independent 
Board Member for 2021, who were elected, by acclamation, at the October 2020 
State meeting. 

For more detailed information regarding the duties of these offices see pages 
12-15 of the Texas Abate Confederation Bylaws  

TEXAS ABATE, STATE OFFICERS 

Hotel details for Legislative Day (January 25, 
2021) in Austin ... click on the link to make your 
reservation and secure your $67 (+tax) rate for 
your room or call the number below and give 
them the Reference Group Code. 
** CC is required to make the reservation, BUT 
you will NOT be charged until your stay. 
By Phone: 1.877.242.3654 
Online:  
https://austinarboretum.place.hyatt.com/.../ho
me.html...  
Group Rate $67 + tax available until midnight 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
Reference Group Code: G-TXAB 

Here is a link to some really great rates on hotels/motels in and around Austin for 
Legislative Day, if you choose not to take advantage of the group block that ABATE has 
secured, and/or one of the group blocks that the COC&I will undoubtedly secure 
https://Groups.hotels.com/EventPage6107471 
 



  
 

The “Federal Legislative Strategy Session” on Saturday afternoon established our 2021 high and medium priority objectives – 
as well as the objectives the MRF is monitoring.  If you are interested in the MRF 2021 federal priority objectives, or any 
other legislative information, please email me at Skee.Dodson@texasabate.com. 

Legislative Report Skee Dodson, State Legislative Officer, Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 

Thank you, Texas ABATE, for sending me to Indianapolis, Indiana, for the 36th Annual Motorcycle 
Riders Foundation’ (MRF) Meeting of the Minds - Hoosier style! What an exhaustive & productive  
weekend it was; from the opening remarks, the general session, the 
legislative update, and the MRF Champions and Membership awards - 
this 36th annual Meeting of the Minds, hosted by ABATE of Indiana, 
was awesome! Good job volunteers, and congrats to all award  

 recipients! Texas ABATE received a recognition award for the “Largest Outreach Via Call to  
 Action to House Transportation Committee 

Members During Debate on the Highway 
Bill"; long title, but a very meaningful  
accomplishment by everyone who took action! Texas ABATE would not have 
had the “largest outreach” if it were not for the advocacy of all Freedom 
Fighters in Texas, including ABATE!  The MRF managed to get 4 (4.5) 
motorcycle amendments included in this bill (HR 2).  Since this 
Transportation Bill passed the House, it will not have to be re-introduced in 
this chamber again next session – and that is going to make the MRF 
legislatively stronger to get the Senate to follow suit. 

2021 is going to be a good year for federal freedom 
fighters – with "unity in our community”. MRF President, 
Kirk “Hardtail” Willard said it best at the conference: “We 
are as strong as ever”!  At the 36th Annual Meeting of The 
Minds, as part of the “Roll-Call of States”, I had the 
opportunity to present our Texas accomplishments.  Texas 
brought a half a dozen advocates to this conference in Indy, 
and hopefully, next year we will bring even more; I look 
forward to doing it all again in Atlanta, Georgia – in 2021! 

The discussion slide that I presented for Texas at the 
36th annual Meeting of the Minds – Roll Call of States 
included the following: 
QUICK FACTS: 

  Texas COC&I, moving forward, will be known as the “Texas Council of Clubs and Independents” (dropping all 
affiliation with AIM). 

 Texas Governor Greg Abbott proclaims May as Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month for another consecutive 
year! 

 NHTSA released info in 2019 that Texas, Motorcycle Fatalities dropped 15%-the lowest number of fatalities in over a 
decade! (Nationally, motorcycle fatalities dropped 5%.) 

 Texas Legislature only meets every other year (odd years) 
 January 12, 2021 is the first day of the Texas 87th legislative session; and our "Texas Biker Legislative Day 2021"  -on 

January 25th - at the State Capitol in Austin! 
 

TEXAS 86TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION (2019) 
 

BILLS ADVANCED (BILLS WE SUPPORTED): 
 

 SB 616 - moving the administration of the mc training course and the administration of the 0501- motorcycle safety 
fund away from the Department of Public Safety (TX DPS)-and moving all administration to the Texas Department of 
Licensing and Regulation (TDLR).  Effective Sept. 1, 2020. 

 HB 1755 - Relating to assembled vehicles and former military vehicles, including the titling and registration of those 
vehicles. 
 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT continued on page 4 



“STATE BEAR OF TEXAS” 
Submitted by Robin Boland, Arlington Chapter 

DID SOMEONE SAY “PARADE”  

  

From chowing down on 
corny dogs and funnel 
cakes to spinning a wheel 
of chance to win a bear of 
our own, our chapter 
antics were welcomed 
and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all!  Maybe we can 
make this part of our 
annual calendar?! 

our new-found friends. These bears are dressed in an Arlington Abate 
t-shirt before being placed in plastic, “shrink-wrapped” to reduce 
storage space and kept clean. 

Arlington Abate has been doing our 
version of a “teddy bear run” for, ooh, three 
(3) years now.  Plush-in-a-Rush held their 3rd 
Annual Open House last Saturday, 10/17, so a 
small group of us decided to ride to Dallas to 
pick up this year’s bears and celebrate with  

Join us, after our November meeting, 
for our Bikers Giving Back event and help 
us deliver the bears to our first responders 
at Arlington Fire Department.  Plush bears 
bring a bit of cheer to children in distress.  
Even the tiniest gesture of kindness can 
make a world of difference! 
 

Medicine Park, OK 
 

It was an awesome, 
disciplined, parade ride!  
400 miles, peg-to-peg, 

0.5 seconds apart.  
Great way to break-in 

two of our newest 
Denton ABATE 

members! 
 

Submitted by David Dennis, 
Denton Chapter 

INNOCENT BIKER’S PERSISTENCE NETS NEW HARLEY 
The Texas biker may have deserved a speeding 
ticket, but he didn’t think the traffic stop warranted 
the questioning, roadside investigation, pat-down 
search, or enduring an hour of detainment along 
the roadway waiting for a drug-sniffing dog to arrive 
on the scene; resulting in inconvenience and 
embarrassment because a law enforcement officer 
had guessed wrong. 
  

Statistically, police are terrible at determining which 
motorists are worthy of being detained and 
searched, often relying on signs of a driver’s 
deception such as twitching, fidgeting or lack of 
eye-contact, all of which research long has 
debunked as signals of lying. 
  

“There are no nonverbal and verbal cues uniquely 
related to deceit,” a 2011 review of deception 
research concluded, while a 2005 study of Texas 
police found officers performed barely above 
random chance in being able to discern a person 
telling the truth from a liar. 
  

Texas police performed just under a million 
searches during traffic stops last year, according to 
figures reported to the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement, and though “hit rates” vary by 
department, only about 1 in 5 resulted in 
contraband being found.  Yet Texas law 
enforcement agencies seized about $50 million in 
forfeited funds in each of the past five years; with 
proceeds split between police and prosecutors and 
used to fund more searches. 
  

Police once needed probable cause that a crime 
was occurring to investigate motorists during a 
stop.  But in 1968, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed 
brief stops based on a lower standard of 
“reasonable suspicion” of wrongdoing.  A later 
decision clarified that if the officer can’t specify why 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES 
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish, 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 
 



 
 
  

Rober Crowdis, State Membership 
Officer, Texas Abate Confederation 

2020 NEW ABATE MEMBERS
Total Number of New Members by 

Chapter & Independents

CHAPTER JUL AUG SEPT
ARLINGTON 0 1 3
DENTON 0 1 2
LAKE CITIES 2 0 1
TEXOMA 1 2 2
INDEPENDENTS 1 3 3

“Thank You and Welcome to ABATE” 

 HB 646 - Relating to the operation and inspection of 
mopeds. 

 HB 3131 - Relating to the classification and operation 
of mopeds and certain motorcycles 

 SB 486 - A new light-duty motor vehicle powered by 
an electric drive is eligible for a $2,500 tax incentive 

 

DID NOT ADVANCE (BILLS WE SUPPORTED): 
 

 SB273 - Relating to the operation and movement 

Legislative Report Continued 

of motorcycles on certain highways during periods of traffic 
congestion (lane sharing). 

 HB 1270 - Relating to the operation and movement of motorcycles on 
certain highways during periods of traffic congestion (lane sharing). 

 HB 4265 - Relating to the rules of the road regarding red signals at 
certain traffic-control signals. 

 

DID NOT ADVANCE (BILLS WE OPPOSED): 
 

 HB 748 - Universal Helmet bill authored by Rep Neave, HD 107 HB 
748 - was totally inappropriate for Texas riders; 64% of motorcycle 
riders in Texas already wear a helmet. We need to promote 
education in our state, not more legislation. (Texas ABATE had a 
petition ready with 2000+ signatures of Texas freedom fighters 
that choose to stand with liberty.  This petition was not utilized, as this bill never made it to a hearing.) HB 748 had 
25% progression, 1 co-sponsor, and died in the Transportation Committee. 

 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR TEXAS FREEDOM FIGHTERS: 
 

 Oct 2019 - TCOC&I confront Texas VFW in Austin to question General Orders 2019-2020, which included 
  inappropriate motorcycle profiling language (motorcycle gangs, vests, etc. prohibited).  Commander King 
  promptly removed this statement. 

 Progress in being made with our statewide COC&I motorcycle “RideRecordReport” campaign  
  - to report motorcycle profiling. 

 Texas ABATE attended the Texas Senate Sunset Advisory Board hearing in 2019-and testified for our  
  Motorcycle Safety Funds. 

 Texas ABATE filed with the State Audit Board requesting investigation of the misappropriated spending by the 
  TXDPS-misappropriating millions of dollars from our 0501-motorcycle safety fund (case still pending). 

 Gov Abbott proclaimed May as Motorcycle Safety & Awareness month in Texas - in both 2019 and 2020. 
 2016-2019 Texas riders participated each year in the Annual MRF Bikers Inside the Beltway (Texas to DC). 

 



Dallas Motorcycle Lawyers - Law Tigers Law Tigers is a national 
association of independent law firms in various states that represent 
motorcycle riders. This is a paid advertisement for a network (national 
association) of independent law firms in various states who are 
members of the American Association of Motorcycle Injury Lawyers. 

We would like to express our deepest, heart-felt, gratitude 
to EVERYONE that came out to support our cause: ALL of our 
sponsors AND volunteers, VFW Post 2772, Red Clay Gypsies, 
Salyer Auctions, folks who donated auction items and those who 
so generously bid on everything. Not only was it absolutely 
PERFECT weather for a ride, but brothers and sisters from 100s 
of miles away showed up for this amazing cause!  THANK YOU! 

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES 
Continued 

he suspects a crime is afoot, a traffic stop may last 
only long enough to check the driver’s paperwork 
and write a ticket or warning. 
Most recent national analyses of traffic stops have 
focused on the disproportionate rate of police 
searches of Black and Hispanic motorists, though a 
federal measure currently under consideration in 
Congress could add motorcycle riders to that profiling 
study group. 
  

And so, this biker was relieved to finally be allowed 
on his way with just a ticket, but knew it wasn’t right 
and figured his motorcycle club vest must have raised 
the officer’s suspicions. 
  

Innocent people rarely protest meritless searches, so 
finding an attorney to take his case was difficult.  The 
overwhelming number of legal challenges occur in 
suppression hearings, when an officer’s suspicions 
were correct; contraband was discovered, and the 
defendant seeks to have the evidence tossed on 
procedural grounds. 
 

With the help of an Austin attorney who represents 
motorcyclists, the angry biker filed a lawsuit against 
the Texas trooper in early 2019.  Soon after reviewing 
the dashcam video, lawyers for the Texas attorney 
general’s office said they were ready to settle. 
  

According to the story posted in Insane Throttle 
(www.HarleyLiberty.com), the two sides agreed on 
$11,000 to compensate wronged rider Thomas Kost 
for the unjustified intrusion, and he used the 
settlement money to buy a new Harley. 



 

How are you dealing with this pandemic? Are you “living” life? What have 
you and your family members been doing to help alleviate some of the 
stress associated with Covid-19 and the year 2020?  Our readers would 
LOVE for you to share your creative ideas on how to cope with the 
obstacles we are facing these days.  Or maybe you have an adventure story 
to share.  Help brighten someone’s day by sharing your shenanigans. We 
are all in this together!  Submit your ideas and stories to 
news@texasabate.com today and tell us how you are “living”  ͧͪͩͨ 

This Photo is licensed under CC BY-SA 

Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 
900 Fish Creek Drive 
Arlington, TX 76018 

thoughts... final 

Contact us at news@texasabate.com   www.texasabate.com 

Texas Abate Confederation, Inc, is a not-for-profit, motorcycle rights organization.  An alliance 
dedicated to the protection of the individual rights of motorcyclists through political change and 

awareness, charitable works, public education and the promotion of motorcycling. 
Dedicated to Freedom of the Road 

In Hope of Promoting a Better Relationship with the Public for Motorcycle Awareness. 
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As the Independent Board Member for 2021 was elected by acclamation at the October 2020 State meeting, no ballots 
will be mailed. The Independent Representative is to keep the line of communication open between the ABATE Board and our 
Independent Members, to bring the Independent Members all information regarding Legislative issues and actions, and to 
bring to the Board your concerns, suggestions, ideas and such. 

However, if you've moved, changed your phone number or email address, and think that we may not have current contact 
information for you, let us know at either method below and we will be sure to update our records.  It's hard to keep you 
informed about motorcycle related issues if we cannot get in touch with you. 

Until December 31st, our Assistant State Coordinator, Dino Viles, is your point of contact:  

Email:  dviles85@gmail.com; Phone:  (903)624-1938; Snail Mail:  P.O. Box 440, Denison, TX 75021  

INDEPENDENT CORNER 

Robin’s ReseaRch 
Robin Warfield, State Secretary, Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all those who served Texas ABATE for the 2019-
2020 term!  The 2021-2022 State position nominations are closed.  Congratulations 
to the Texas ABATE Officers nominated for the upcoming term, and Independent 
Board Member for 2021, who were elected, by acclamation, at the October 2020 
State meeting. 

For more detailed information regarding the duties of these offices see pages 
12-15 of the Texas Abate Confederation Bylaws  

TEXAS ABATE, STATE OFFICERS 

Hotel details for Legislative Day (January 25, 
2021) in Austin ... click on the link to make your 
reservation and secure your $67 (+tax) rate for 
your room or call the number below and give 
them the Reference Group Code. 
** CC is required to make the reservation, BUT 
you will NOT be charged until your stay. 
By Phone: 1.877.242.3654 
Online:  
https://austinarboretum.place.hyatt.com/.../ho
me.html...  
Group Rate $67 + tax available until midnight 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
Reference Group Code: G-TXAB 

Here is a link to some really great rates on hotels/motels in and around Austin for 
Legislative Day, if you choose not to take advantage of the group block that ABATE has 
secured, and/or one of the group blocks that the COC&I will undoubtedly secure 
https://Groups.hotels.com/EventPage6107471 
 



  
 

The “Federal Legislative Strategy Session” on Saturday afternoon established our 2021 high and medium priority objectives – 
as well as the objectives the MRF is monitoring.  If you are interested in the MRF 2021 federal priority objectives, or any 
other legislative information, please email me at Skee.Dodson@texasabate.com. 

Legislative Report Skee Dodson, State Legislative Officer, Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 

Thank you, Texas ABATE, for sending me to Indianapolis, Indiana, for the 36th Annual Motorcycle 
Riders Foundation’ (MRF) Meeting of the Minds - Hoosier style! What an exhaustive & productive  
weekend it was; from the opening remarks, the general session, the 
legislative update, and the MRF Champions and Membership awards - 
this 36th annual Meeting of the Minds, hosted by ABATE of Indiana, 
was awesome! Good job volunteers, and congrats to all award  

 recipients! Texas ABATE received a recognition award for the “Largest Outreach Via Call to  
 Action to House Transportation Committee 

Members During Debate on the Highway 
Bill"; long title, but a very meaningful  
accomplishment by everyone who took action! Texas ABATE would not have 
had the “largest outreach” if it were not for the advocacy of all Freedom 
Fighters in Texas, including ABATE!  The MRF managed to get 4 (4.5) 
motorcycle amendments included in this bill (HR 2).  Since this 
Transportation Bill passed the House, it will not have to be re-introduced in 
this chamber again next session – and that is going to make the MRF 
legislatively stronger to get the Senate to follow suit. 

2021 is going to be a good year for federal freedom 
fighters – with "unity in our community”. MRF President, 
Kirk “Hardtail” Willard said it best at the conference: “We 
are as strong as ever”!  At the 36th Annual Meeting of The 
Minds, as part of the “Roll-Call of States”, I had the 
opportunity to present our Texas accomplishments.  Texas 
brought a half a dozen advocates to this conference in Indy, 
and hopefully, next year we will bring even more; I look 
forward to doing it all again in Atlanta, Georgia – in 2021! 

The discussion slide that I presented for Texas at the 
36th annual Meeting of the Minds – Roll Call of States 
included the following: 
QUICK FACTS: 

  Texas COC&I, moving forward, will be known as the “Texas Council of Clubs and Independents” (dropping all 
affiliation with AIM). 

 Texas Governor Greg Abbott proclaims May as Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month for another consecutive 
year! 

 NHTSA released info in 2019 that Texas, Motorcycle Fatalities dropped 15%-the lowest number of fatalities in over a 
decade! (Nationally, motorcycle fatalities dropped 5%.) 

 Texas Legislature only meets every other year (odd years) 
 January 12, 2021 is the first day of the Texas 87th legislative session; and our "Texas Biker Legislative Day 2021"  -on 

January 25th - at the State Capitol in Austin! 
 

TEXAS 86TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION (2019) 
 

BILLS ADVANCED (BILLS WE SUPPORTED): 
 

 SB 616 - moving the administration of the mc training course and the administration of the 0501- motorcycle safety 
fund away from the Department of Public Safety (TX DPS)-and moving all administration to the Texas Department of 
Licensing and Regulation (TDLR).  Effective Sept. 1, 2020. 

 HB 1755 - Relating to assembled vehicles and former military vehicles, including the titling and registration of those 
vehicles. 
 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT continued on page 4 



“STATE BEAR OF TEXAS” 
Submitted by Robin Boland, Arlington Chapter 

DID SOMEONE SAY “PARADE”  

  

From chowing down on 
corny dogs and funnel 
cakes to spinning a wheel 
of chance to win a bear of 
our own, our chapter 
antics were welcomed 
and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all!  Maybe we can 
make this part of our 
annual calendar?! 

our new-found friends. These bears are dressed in an Arlington Abate 
t-shirt before being placed in plastic, “shrink-wrapped” to reduce 
storage space and kept clean. 

Arlington Abate has been doing our 
version of a “teddy bear run” for, ooh, three 
(3) years now.  Plush-in-a-Rush held their 3rd 
Annual Open House last Saturday, 10/17, so a 
small group of us decided to ride to Dallas to 
pick up this year’s bears and celebrate with  

Join us, after our November meeting, 
for our Bikers Giving Back event and help 
us deliver the bears to our first responders 
at Arlington Fire Department.  Plush bears 
bring a bit of cheer to children in distress.  
Even the tiniest gesture of kindness can 
make a world of difference! 
 

Medicine Park, OK 
 

It was an awesome, 
disciplined, parade ride!  
400 miles, peg-to-peg, 

0.5 seconds apart.  
Great way to break-in 

two of our newest 
Denton ABATE 

members! 
 

Submitted by David Dennis, 
Denton Chapter 

INNOCENT BIKER’S PERSISTENCE NETS NEW HARLEY 
The Texas biker may have deserved a speeding 
ticket, but he didn’t think the traffic stop warranted 
the questioning, roadside investigation, pat-down 
search, or enduring an hour of detainment along 
the roadway waiting for a drug-sniffing dog to arrive 
on the scene; resulting in inconvenience and 
embarrassment because a law enforcement officer 
had guessed wrong. 
  

Statistically, police are terrible at determining which 
motorists are worthy of being detained and 
searched, often relying on signs of a driver’s 
deception such as twitching, fidgeting or lack of 
eye-contact, all of which research long has 
debunked as signals of lying. 
  

“There are no nonverbal and verbal cues uniquely 
related to deceit,” a 2011 review of deception 
research concluded, while a 2005 study of Texas 
police found officers performed barely above 
random chance in being able to discern a person 
telling the truth from a liar. 
  

Texas police performed just under a million 
searches during traffic stops last year, according to 
figures reported to the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement, and though “hit rates” vary by 
department, only about 1 in 5 resulted in 
contraband being found.  Yet Texas law 
enforcement agencies seized about $50 million in 
forfeited funds in each of the past five years; with 
proceeds split between police and prosecutors and 
used to fund more searches. 
  

Police once needed probable cause that a crime 
was occurring to investigate motorists during a 
stop.  But in 1968, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed 
brief stops based on a lower standard of 
“reasonable suspicion” of wrongdoing.  A later 
decision clarified that if the officer can’t specify why 
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Rober Crowdis, State Membership 
Officer, Texas Abate Confederation 

2020 NEW ABATE MEMBERS
Total Number of New Members by 

Chapter & Independents

CHAPTER JUL AUG SEPT
ARLINGTON 0 1 3
DENTON 0 1 2
LAKE CITIES 2 0 1
TEXOMA 1 2 2
INDEPENDENTS 1 3 3

“Thank You and Welcome to ABATE” 

 HB 646 - Relating to the operation and inspection of 
mopeds. 

 HB 3131 - Relating to the classification and operation 
of mopeds and certain motorcycles 

 SB 486 - A new light-duty motor vehicle powered by 
an electric drive is eligible for a $2,500 tax incentive 

 

DID NOT ADVANCE (BILLS WE SUPPORTED): 
 

 SB273 - Relating to the operation and movement 

Legislative Report Continued 

of motorcycles on certain highways during periods of traffic 
congestion (lane sharing). 

 HB 1270 - Relating to the operation and movement of motorcycles on 
certain highways during periods of traffic congestion (lane sharing). 

 HB 4265 - Relating to the rules of the road regarding red signals at 
certain traffic-control signals. 

 

DID NOT ADVANCE (BILLS WE OPPOSED): 
 

 HB 748 - Universal Helmet bill authored by Rep Neave, HD 107 HB 
748 - was totally inappropriate for Texas riders; 64% of motorcycle 
riders in Texas already wear a helmet. We need to promote 
education in our state, not more legislation. (Texas ABATE had a 
petition ready with 2000+ signatures of Texas freedom fighters 
that choose to stand with liberty.  This petition was not utilized, as this bill never made it to a hearing.) HB 748 had 
25% progression, 1 co-sponsor, and died in the Transportation Committee. 

 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR TEXAS FREEDOM FIGHTERS: 
 

 Oct 2019 - TCOC&I confront Texas VFW in Austin to question General Orders 2019-2020, which included 
  inappropriate motorcycle profiling language (motorcycle gangs, vests, etc. prohibited).  Commander King 
  promptly removed this statement. 

 Progress in being made with our statewide COC&I motorcycle “RideRecordReport” campaign  
  - to report motorcycle profiling. 

 Texas ABATE attended the Texas Senate Sunset Advisory Board hearing in 2019-and testified for our  
  Motorcycle Safety Funds. 

 Texas ABATE filed with the State Audit Board requesting investigation of the misappropriated spending by the 
  TXDPS-misappropriating millions of dollars from our 0501-motorcycle safety fund (case still pending). 

 Gov Abbott proclaimed May as Motorcycle Safety & Awareness month in Texas - in both 2019 and 2020. 
 2016-2019 Texas riders participated each year in the Annual MRF Bikers Inside the Beltway (Texas to DC). 

 



Dallas Motorcycle Lawyers - Law Tigers Law Tigers is a national 
association of independent law firms in various states that represent 
motorcycle riders. This is a paid advertisement for a network (national 
association) of independent law firms in various states who are 
members of the American Association of Motorcycle Injury Lawyers. 

We would like to express our deepest, heart-felt, gratitude 
to EVERYONE that came out to support our cause: ALL of our 
sponsors AND volunteers, VFW Post 2772, Red Clay Gypsies, 
Salyer Auctions, folks who donated auction items and those who 
so generously bid on everything. Not only was it absolutely 
PERFECT weather for a ride, but brothers and sisters from 100s 
of miles away showed up for this amazing cause!  THANK YOU! 

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES 
Continued 

he suspects a crime is afoot, a traffic stop may last 
only long enough to check the driver’s paperwork 
and write a ticket or warning. 
Most recent national analyses of traffic stops have 
focused on the disproportionate rate of police 
searches of Black and Hispanic motorists, though a 
federal measure currently under consideration in 
Congress could add motorcycle riders to that profiling 
study group. 
  

And so, this biker was relieved to finally be allowed 
on his way with just a ticket, but knew it wasn’t right 
and figured his motorcycle club vest must have raised 
the officer’s suspicions. 
  

Innocent people rarely protest meritless searches, so 
finding an attorney to take his case was difficult.  The 
overwhelming number of legal challenges occur in 
suppression hearings, when an officer’s suspicions 
were correct; contraband was discovered, and the 
defendant seeks to have the evidence tossed on 
procedural grounds. 
 

With the help of an Austin attorney who represents 
motorcyclists, the angry biker filed a lawsuit against 
the Texas trooper in early 2019.  Soon after reviewing 
the dashcam video, lawyers for the Texas attorney 
general’s office said they were ready to settle. 
  

According to the story posted in Insane Throttle 
(www.HarleyLiberty.com), the two sides agreed on 
$11,000 to compensate wronged rider Thomas Kost 
for the unjustified intrusion, and he used the 
settlement money to buy a new Harley. 



 

How are you dealing with this pandemic? Are you “living” life? What have 
you and your family members been doing to help alleviate some of the 
stress associated with Covid-19 and the year 2020?  Our readers would 
LOVE for you to share your creative ideas on how to cope with the 
obstacles we are facing these days.  Or maybe you have an adventure story 
to share.  Help brighten someone’s day by sharing your shenanigans. We 
are all in this together!  Submit your ideas and stories to 
news@texasabate.com today and tell us how you are “living”  ͧͪͩͨ 

This Photo is licensed under CC BY-SA 
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900 Fish Creek Drive 
Arlington, TX 76018 

thoughts... final 
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Texas Abate Confederation, Inc, is a not-for-profit, motorcycle rights organization.  An alliance 
dedicated to the protection of the individual rights of motorcyclists through political change and 

awareness, charitable works, public education and the promotion of motorcycling. 
Dedicated to Freedom of the Road 

In Hope of Promoting a Better Relationship with the Public for Motorcycle Awareness. 
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STATE: 
 12/5/20 State Meeting, 1 pm, 

VFW Post 7227, 1707 Baker Road 
Sherman, TX 75090 

 

ARLINGTON: 
 3rd Sunday at 12 noon 

VFW Post 6111 
1200 W Harris Street 
Arlington, TX 76018 

 11/15/20 Bikers Giving Back 
to Arlington Fire Dept 
 

DENTON: 
 4th Sunday at 2:00 pm 

**NEW MEETING LOCATION** 
Horny Toad Café & Bar 
5812 Interstate 35 
Denton, TX 76207 
 

LAKE CITIES: 
 2nd Sunday at 1:00 pm 

VFW Post 10460 
501 Thompson Drive 
Lake Dallas, TX 75065 
 

TEXOMA: 
 3rd Sunday at 1:00 pm 

American Legion Post 62 
419 Crawford Street 
Denison, TX 75020 

 11/28/20 Freedom Run 
 12/12/20 Christmas Party 
 

Upcoming Events 
(Click underlined text for flyers/links) 

As the Independent Board Member for 2021 was elected by acclamation at the October 2020 State meeting, no ballots 
will be mailed. The Independent Representative is to keep the line of communication open between the ABATE Board and our 
Independent Members, to bring the Independent Members all information regarding Legislative issues and actions, and to 
bring to the Board your concerns, suggestions, ideas and such. 

However, if you've moved, changed your phone number or email address, and think that we may not have current contact 
information for you, let us know at either method below and we will be sure to update our records.  It's hard to keep you 
informed about motorcycle related issues if we cannot get in touch with you. 

Until December 31st, our Assistant State Coordinator, Dino Viles, is your point of contact:  

Email:  dviles85@gmail.com; Phone:  (903)624-1938; Snail Mail:  P.O. Box 440, Denison, TX 75021  

INDEPENDENT CORNER 

Robin’s ReseaRch 
Robin Warfield, State Secretary, Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all those who served Texas ABATE for the 2019-
2020 term!  The 2021-2022 State position nominations are closed.  Congratulations 
to the Texas ABATE Officers nominated for the upcoming term, and Independent 
Board Member for 2021, who were elected, by acclamation, at the October 2020 
State meeting. 

For more detailed information regarding the duties of these offices see pages 
12-15 of the Texas Abate Confederation Bylaws  

TEXAS ABATE, STATE OFFICERS 

Hotel details for Legislative Day (January 25, 
2021) in Austin ... click on the link to make your 
reservation and secure your $67 (+tax) rate for 
your room or call the number below and give 
them the Reference Group Code. 
** CC is required to make the reservation, BUT 
you will NOT be charged until your stay. 
By Phone: 1.877.242.3654 
Online:  
https://austinarboretum.place.hyatt.com/.../ho
me.html...  
Group Rate $67 + tax available until midnight 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
Reference Group Code: G-TXAB 

Here is a link to some really great rates on hotels/motels in and around Austin for 
Legislative Day, if you choose not to take advantage of the group block that ABATE has 
secured, and/or one of the group blocks that the COC&I will undoubtedly secure 
https://Groups.hotels.com/EventPage6107471 
 



  
 

The “Federal Legislative Strategy Session” on Saturday afternoon established our 2021 high and medium priority objectives – 
as well as the objectives the MRF is monitoring.  If you are interested in the MRF 2021 federal priority objectives, or any 
other legislative information, please email me at Skee.Dodson@texasabate.com. 

Legislative Report Skee Dodson, State Legislative Officer, Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 

Thank you, Texas ABATE, for sending me to Indianapolis, Indiana, for the 36th Annual Motorcycle 
Riders Foundation’ (MRF) Meeting of the Minds - Hoosier style! What an exhaustive & productive  
weekend it was; from the opening remarks, the general session, the 
legislative update, and the MRF Champions and Membership awards - 
this 36th annual Meeting of the Minds, hosted by ABATE of Indiana, 
was awesome! Good job volunteers, and congrats to all award  

 recipients! Texas ABATE received a recognition award for the “Largest Outreach Via Call to  
 Action to House Transportation Committee 

Members During Debate on the Highway 
Bill"; long title, but a very meaningful  
accomplishment by everyone who took action! Texas ABATE would not have 
had the “largest outreach” if it were not for the advocacy of all Freedom 
Fighters in Texas, including ABATE!  The MRF managed to get 4 (4.5) 
motorcycle amendments included in this bill (HR 2).  Since this 
Transportation Bill passed the House, it will not have to be re-introduced in 
this chamber again next session – and that is going to make the MRF 
legislatively stronger to get the Senate to follow suit. 

2021 is going to be a good year for federal freedom 
fighters – with "unity in our community”. MRF President, 
Kirk “Hardtail” Willard said it best at the conference: “We 
are as strong as ever”!  At the 36th Annual Meeting of The 
Minds, as part of the “Roll-Call of States”, I had the 
opportunity to present our Texas accomplishments.  Texas 
brought a half a dozen advocates to this conference in Indy, 
and hopefully, next year we will bring even more; I look 
forward to doing it all again in Atlanta, Georgia – in 2021! 

The discussion slide that I presented for Texas at the 
36th annual Meeting of the Minds – Roll Call of States 
included the following: 
QUICK FACTS: 

  Texas COC&I, moving forward, will be known as the “Texas Council of Clubs and Independents” (dropping all 
affiliation with AIM). 

 Texas Governor Greg Abbott proclaims May as Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month for another consecutive 
year! 

 NHTSA released info in 2019 that Texas, Motorcycle Fatalities dropped 15%-the lowest number of fatalities in over a 
decade! (Nationally, motorcycle fatalities dropped 5%.) 

 Texas Legislature only meets every other year (odd years) 
 January 12, 2021 is the first day of the Texas 87th legislative session; and our "Texas Biker Legislative Day 2021"  -on 

January 25th - at the State Capitol in Austin! 
 

TEXAS 86TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION (2019) 
 

BILLS ADVANCED (BILLS WE SUPPORTED): 
 

 SB 616 - moving the administration of the mc training course and the administration of the 0501- motorcycle safety 
fund away from the Department of Public Safety (TX DPS)-and moving all administration to the Texas Department of 
Licensing and Regulation (TDLR).  Effective Sept. 1, 2020. 

 HB 1755 - Relating to assembled vehicles and former military vehicles, including the titling and registration of those 
vehicles. 
 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT continued on page 4 



“STATE BEAR OF TEXAS” 
Submitted by Robin Boland, Arlington Chapter 

DID SOMEONE SAY “PARADE”  

  

From chowing down on 
corny dogs and funnel 
cakes to spinning a wheel 
of chance to win a bear of 
our own, our chapter 
antics were welcomed 
and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all!  Maybe we can 
make this part of our 
annual calendar?! 

our new-found friends. These bears are dressed in an Arlington Abate 
t-shirt before being placed in plastic, “shrink-wrapped” to reduce 
storage space and kept clean. 

Arlington Abate has been doing our 
version of a “teddy bear run” for, ooh, three 
(3) years now.  Plush-in-a-Rush held their 3rd 
Annual Open House last Saturday, 10/17, so a 
small group of us decided to ride to Dallas to 
pick up this year’s bears and celebrate with  

Join us, after our November meeting, 
for our Bikers Giving Back event and help 
us deliver the bears to our first responders 
at Arlington Fire Department.  Plush bears 
bring a bit of cheer to children in distress.  
Even the tiniest gesture of kindness can 
make a world of difference! 
 

Medicine Park, OK 
 

It was an awesome, 
disciplined, parade ride!  
400 miles, peg-to-peg, 

0.5 seconds apart.  
Great way to break-in 

two of our newest 
Denton ABATE 

members! 
 

Submitted by David Dennis, 
Denton Chapter 

INNOCENT BIKER’S PERSISTENCE NETS NEW HARLEY 
The Texas biker may have deserved a speeding 
ticket, but he didn’t think the traffic stop warranted 
the questioning, roadside investigation, pat-down 
search, or enduring an hour of detainment along 
the roadway waiting for a drug-sniffing dog to arrive 
on the scene; resulting in inconvenience and 
embarrassment because a law enforcement officer 
had guessed wrong. 
  

Statistically, police are terrible at determining which 
motorists are worthy of being detained and 
searched, often relying on signs of a driver’s 
deception such as twitching, fidgeting or lack of 
eye-contact, all of which research long has 
debunked as signals of lying. 
  

“There are no nonverbal and verbal cues uniquely 
related to deceit,” a 2011 review of deception 
research concluded, while a 2005 study of Texas 
police found officers performed barely above 
random chance in being able to discern a person 
telling the truth from a liar. 
  

Texas police performed just under a million 
searches during traffic stops last year, according to 
figures reported to the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement, and though “hit rates” vary by 
department, only about 1 in 5 resulted in 
contraband being found.  Yet Texas law 
enforcement agencies seized about $50 million in 
forfeited funds in each of the past five years; with 
proceeds split between police and prosecutors and 
used to fund more searches. 
  

Police once needed probable cause that a crime 
was occurring to investigate motorists during a 
stop.  But in 1968, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed 
brief stops based on a lower standard of 
“reasonable suspicion” of wrongdoing.  A later 
decision clarified that if the officer can’t specify why 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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Rober Crowdis, State Membership 
Officer, Texas Abate Confederation 

2020 NEW ABATE MEMBERS
Total Number of New Members by 

Chapter & Independents

CHAPTER JUL AUG SEPT
ARLINGTON 0 1 3
DENTON 0 1 2
LAKE CITIES 2 0 1
TEXOMA 1 2 2
INDEPENDENTS 1 3 3

“Thank You and Welcome to ABATE” 

 HB 646 - Relating to the operation and inspection of 
mopeds. 

 HB 3131 - Relating to the classification and operation 
of mopeds and certain motorcycles 

 SB 486 - A new light-duty motor vehicle powered by 
an electric drive is eligible for a $2,500 tax incentive 

 

DID NOT ADVANCE (BILLS WE SUPPORTED): 
 

 SB273 - Relating to the operation and movement 

Legislative Report Continued 

of motorcycles on certain highways during periods of traffic 
congestion (lane sharing). 

 HB 1270 - Relating to the operation and movement of motorcycles on 
certain highways during periods of traffic congestion (lane sharing). 

 HB 4265 - Relating to the rules of the road regarding red signals at 
certain traffic-control signals. 

 

DID NOT ADVANCE (BILLS WE OPPOSED): 
 

 HB 748 - Universal Helmet bill authored by Rep Neave, HD 107 HB 
748 - was totally inappropriate for Texas riders; 64% of motorcycle 
riders in Texas already wear a helmet. We need to promote 
education in our state, not more legislation. (Texas ABATE had a 
petition ready with 2000+ signatures of Texas freedom fighters 
that choose to stand with liberty.  This petition was not utilized, as this bill never made it to a hearing.) HB 748 had 
25% progression, 1 co-sponsor, and died in the Transportation Committee. 

 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR TEXAS FREEDOM FIGHTERS: 
 

 Oct 2019 - TCOC&I confront Texas VFW in Austin to question General Orders 2019-2020, which included 
  inappropriate motorcycle profiling language (motorcycle gangs, vests, etc. prohibited).  Commander King 
  promptly removed this statement. 

 Progress in being made with our statewide COC&I motorcycle “RideRecordReport” campaign  
  - to report motorcycle profiling. 

 Texas ABATE attended the Texas Senate Sunset Advisory Board hearing in 2019-and testified for our  
  Motorcycle Safety Funds. 

 Texas ABATE filed with the State Audit Board requesting investigation of the misappropriated spending by the 
  TXDPS-misappropriating millions of dollars from our 0501-motorcycle safety fund (case still pending). 

 Gov Abbott proclaimed May as Motorcycle Safety & Awareness month in Texas - in both 2019 and 2020. 
 2016-2019 Texas riders participated each year in the Annual MRF Bikers Inside the Beltway (Texas to DC). 

 



Dallas Motorcycle Lawyers - Law Tigers Law Tigers is a national 
association of independent law firms in various states that represent 
motorcycle riders. This is a paid advertisement for a network (national 
association) of independent law firms in various states who are 
members of the American Association of Motorcycle Injury Lawyers. 

We would like to express our deepest, heart-felt, gratitude 
to EVERYONE that came out to support our cause: ALL of our 
sponsors AND volunteers, VFW Post 2772, Red Clay Gypsies, 
Salyer Auctions, folks who donated auction items and those who 
so generously bid on everything. Not only was it absolutely 
PERFECT weather for a ride, but brothers and sisters from 100s 
of miles away showed up for this amazing cause!  THANK YOU! 

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES 
Continued 

he suspects a crime is afoot, a traffic stop may last 
only long enough to check the driver’s paperwork 
and write a ticket or warning. 
Most recent national analyses of traffic stops have 
focused on the disproportionate rate of police 
searches of Black and Hispanic motorists, though a 
federal measure currently under consideration in 
Congress could add motorcycle riders to that profiling 
study group. 
  

And so, this biker was relieved to finally be allowed 
on his way with just a ticket, but knew it wasn’t right 
and figured his motorcycle club vest must have raised 
the officer’s suspicions. 
  

Innocent people rarely protest meritless searches, so 
finding an attorney to take his case was difficult.  The 
overwhelming number of legal challenges occur in 
suppression hearings, when an officer’s suspicions 
were correct; contraband was discovered, and the 
defendant seeks to have the evidence tossed on 
procedural grounds. 
 

With the help of an Austin attorney who represents 
motorcyclists, the angry biker filed a lawsuit against 
the Texas trooper in early 2019.  Soon after reviewing 
the dashcam video, lawyers for the Texas attorney 
general’s office said they were ready to settle. 
  

According to the story posted in Insane Throttle 
(www.HarleyLiberty.com), the two sides agreed on 
$11,000 to compensate wronged rider Thomas Kost 
for the unjustified intrusion, and he used the 
settlement money to buy a new Harley. 



 

How are you dealing with this pandemic? Are you “living” life? What have 
you and your family members been doing to help alleviate some of the 
stress associated with Covid-19 and the year 2020?  Our readers would 
LOVE for you to share your creative ideas on how to cope with the 
obstacles we are facing these days.  Or maybe you have an adventure story 
to share.  Help brighten someone’s day by sharing your shenanigans. We 
are all in this together!  Submit your ideas and stories to 
news@texasabate.com today and tell us how you are “living”  ͧͪͩͨ 

This Photo is licensed under CC BY-SA 

Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 
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Arlington, TX 76018 

thoughts... final 
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Texas Abate Confederation, Inc, is a not-for-profit, motorcycle rights organization.  An alliance 
dedicated to the protection of the individual rights of motorcyclists through political change and 

awareness, charitable works, public education and the promotion of motorcycling. 
Dedicated to Freedom of the Road 

In Hope of Promoting a Better Relationship with the Public for Motorcycle Awareness. 
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 3rd Sunday at 12 noon 

VFW Post 6111 
1200 W Harris Street 
Arlington, TX 76018 

 11/15/20 Bikers Giving Back 
to Arlington Fire Dept 
 

DENTON: 
 4th Sunday at 2:00 pm 

**NEW MEETING LOCATION** 
Horny Toad Café & Bar 
5812 Interstate 35 
Denton, TX 76207 
 

LAKE CITIES: 
 2nd Sunday at 1:00 pm 

VFW Post 10460 
501 Thompson Drive 
Lake Dallas, TX 75065 
 

TEXOMA: 
 3rd Sunday at 1:00 pm 

American Legion Post 62 
419 Crawford Street 
Denison, TX 75020 

 11/28/20 Freedom Run 
 12/12/20 Christmas Party 
 

Upcoming Events 
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As the Independent Board Member for 2021 was elected by acclamation at the October 2020 State meeting, no ballots 
will be mailed. The Independent Representative is to keep the line of communication open between the ABATE Board and our 
Independent Members, to bring the Independent Members all information regarding Legislative issues and actions, and to 
bring to the Board your concerns, suggestions, ideas and such. 

However, if you've moved, changed your phone number or email address, and think that we may not have current contact 
information for you, let us know at either method below and we will be sure to update our records.  It's hard to keep you 
informed about motorcycle related issues if we cannot get in touch with you. 

Until December 31st, our Assistant State Coordinator, Dino Viles, is your point of contact:  

Email:  dviles85@gmail.com; Phone:  (903)624-1938; Snail Mail:  P.O. Box 440, Denison, TX 75021  

INDEPENDENT CORNER 

Robin’s ReseaRch 
Robin Warfield, State Secretary, Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all those who served Texas ABATE for the 2019-
2020 term!  The 2021-2022 State position nominations are closed.  Congratulations 
to the Texas ABATE Officers nominated for the upcoming term, and Independent 
Board Member for 2021, who were elected, by acclamation, at the October 2020 
State meeting. 

For more detailed information regarding the duties of these offices see pages 
12-15 of the Texas Abate Confederation Bylaws  

TEXAS ABATE, STATE OFFICERS 

Hotel details for Legislative Day (January 25, 
2021) in Austin ... click on the link to make your 
reservation and secure your $67 (+tax) rate for 
your room or call the number below and give 
them the Reference Group Code. 
** CC is required to make the reservation, BUT 
you will NOT be charged until your stay. 
By Phone: 1.877.242.3654 
Online:  
https://austinarboretum.place.hyatt.com/.../ho
me.html...  
Group Rate $67 + tax available until midnight 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
Reference Group Code: G-TXAB 

Here is a link to some really great rates on hotels/motels in and around Austin for 
Legislative Day, if you choose not to take advantage of the group block that ABATE has 
secured, and/or one of the group blocks that the COC&I will undoubtedly secure 
https://Groups.hotels.com/EventPage6107471 
 



  
 

The “Federal Legislative Strategy Session” on Saturday afternoon established our 2021 high and medium priority objectives – 
as well as the objectives the MRF is monitoring.  If you are interested in the MRF 2021 federal priority objectives, or any 
other legislative information, please email me at Skee.Dodson@texasabate.com. 

Legislative Report Skee Dodson, State Legislative Officer, Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 

Thank you, Texas ABATE, for sending me to Indianapolis, Indiana, for the 36th Annual Motorcycle 
Riders Foundation’ (MRF) Meeting of the Minds - Hoosier style! What an exhaustive & productive  
weekend it was; from the opening remarks, the general session, the 
legislative update, and the MRF Champions and Membership awards - 
this 36th annual Meeting of the Minds, hosted by ABATE of Indiana, 
was awesome! Good job volunteers, and congrats to all award  

 recipients! Texas ABATE received a recognition award for the “Largest Outreach Via Call to  
 Action to House Transportation Committee 

Members During Debate on the Highway 
Bill"; long title, but a very meaningful  
accomplishment by everyone who took action! Texas ABATE would not have 
had the “largest outreach” if it were not for the advocacy of all Freedom 
Fighters in Texas, including ABATE!  The MRF managed to get 4 (4.5) 
motorcycle amendments included in this bill (HR 2).  Since this 
Transportation Bill passed the House, it will not have to be re-introduced in 
this chamber again next session – and that is going to make the MRF 
legislatively stronger to get the Senate to follow suit. 

2021 is going to be a good year for federal freedom 
fighters – with "unity in our community”. MRF President, 
Kirk “Hardtail” Willard said it best at the conference: “We 
are as strong as ever”!  At the 36th Annual Meeting of The 
Minds, as part of the “Roll-Call of States”, I had the 
opportunity to present our Texas accomplishments.  Texas 
brought a half a dozen advocates to this conference in Indy, 
and hopefully, next year we will bring even more; I look 
forward to doing it all again in Atlanta, Georgia – in 2021! 

The discussion slide that I presented for Texas at the 
36th annual Meeting of the Minds – Roll Call of States 
included the following: 
QUICK FACTS: 

  Texas COC&I, moving forward, will be known as the “Texas Council of Clubs and Independents” (dropping all 
affiliation with AIM). 

 Texas Governor Greg Abbott proclaims May as Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month for another consecutive 
year! 

 NHTSA released info in 2019 that Texas, Motorcycle Fatalities dropped 15%-the lowest number of fatalities in over a 
decade! (Nationally, motorcycle fatalities dropped 5%.) 

 Texas Legislature only meets every other year (odd years) 
 January 12, 2021 is the first day of the Texas 87th legislative session; and our "Texas Biker Legislative Day 2021"  -on 

January 25th - at the State Capitol in Austin! 
 

TEXAS 86TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION (2019) 
 

BILLS ADVANCED (BILLS WE SUPPORTED): 
 

 SB 616 - moving the administration of the mc training course and the administration of the 0501- motorcycle safety 
fund away from the Department of Public Safety (TX DPS)-and moving all administration to the Texas Department of 
Licensing and Regulation (TDLR).  Effective Sept. 1, 2020. 

 HB 1755 - Relating to assembled vehicles and former military vehicles, including the titling and registration of those 
vehicles. 
 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT continued on page 4 



“STATE BEAR OF TEXAS” 
Submitted by Robin Boland, Arlington Chapter 

DID SOMEONE SAY “PARADE”  

  

From chowing down on 
corny dogs and funnel 
cakes to spinning a wheel 
of chance to win a bear of 
our own, our chapter 
antics were welcomed 
and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all!  Maybe we can 
make this part of our 
annual calendar?! 

our new-found friends. These bears are dressed in an Arlington Abate 
t-shirt before being placed in plastic, “shrink-wrapped” to reduce 
storage space and kept clean. 

Arlington Abate has been doing our 
version of a “teddy bear run” for, ooh, three 
(3) years now.  Plush-in-a-Rush held their 3rd 
Annual Open House last Saturday, 10/17, so a 
small group of us decided to ride to Dallas to 
pick up this year’s bears and celebrate with  

Join us, after our November meeting, 
for our Bikers Giving Back event and help 
us deliver the bears to our first responders 
at Arlington Fire Department.  Plush bears 
bring a bit of cheer to children in distress.  
Even the tiniest gesture of kindness can 
make a world of difference! 
 

Medicine Park, OK 
 

It was an awesome, 
disciplined, parade ride!  
400 miles, peg-to-peg, 

0.5 seconds apart.  
Great way to break-in 

two of our newest 
Denton ABATE 

members! 
 

Submitted by David Dennis, 
Denton Chapter 

INNOCENT BIKER’S PERSISTENCE NETS NEW HARLEY 
The Texas biker may have deserved a speeding 
ticket, but he didn’t think the traffic stop warranted 
the questioning, roadside investigation, pat-down 
search, or enduring an hour of detainment along 
the roadway waiting for a drug-sniffing dog to arrive 
on the scene; resulting in inconvenience and 
embarrassment because a law enforcement officer 
had guessed wrong. 
  

Statistically, police are terrible at determining which 
motorists are worthy of being detained and 
searched, often relying on signs of a driver’s 
deception such as twitching, fidgeting or lack of 
eye-contact, all of which research long has 
debunked as signals of lying. 
  

“There are no nonverbal and verbal cues uniquely 
related to deceit,” a 2011 review of deception 
research concluded, while a 2005 study of Texas 
police found officers performed barely above 
random chance in being able to discern a person 
telling the truth from a liar. 
  

Texas police performed just under a million 
searches during traffic stops last year, according to 
figures reported to the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement, and though “hit rates” vary by 
department, only about 1 in 5 resulted in 
contraband being found.  Yet Texas law 
enforcement agencies seized about $50 million in 
forfeited funds in each of the past five years; with 
proceeds split between police and prosecutors and 
used to fund more searches. 
  

Police once needed probable cause that a crime 
was occurring to investigate motorists during a 
stop.  But in 1968, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed 
brief stops based on a lower standard of 
“reasonable suspicion” of wrongdoing.  A later 
decision clarified that if the officer can’t specify why 
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Rober Crowdis, State Membership 
Officer, Texas Abate Confederation 

2020 NEW ABATE MEMBERS
Total Number of New Members by 

Chapter & Independents

CHAPTER JUL AUG SEPT
ARLINGTON 0 1 3
DENTON 0 1 2
LAKE CITIES 2 0 1
TEXOMA 1 2 2
INDEPENDENTS 1 3 3

“Thank You and Welcome to ABATE” 

 HB 646 - Relating to the operation and inspection of 
mopeds. 

 HB 3131 - Relating to the classification and operation 
of mopeds and certain motorcycles 

 SB 486 - A new light-duty motor vehicle powered by 
an electric drive is eligible for a $2,500 tax incentive 

 

DID NOT ADVANCE (BILLS WE SUPPORTED): 
 

 SB273 - Relating to the operation and movement 

Legislative Report Continued 

of motorcycles on certain highways during periods of traffic 
congestion (lane sharing). 

 HB 1270 - Relating to the operation and movement of motorcycles on 
certain highways during periods of traffic congestion (lane sharing). 

 HB 4265 - Relating to the rules of the road regarding red signals at 
certain traffic-control signals. 

 

DID NOT ADVANCE (BILLS WE OPPOSED): 
 

 HB 748 - Universal Helmet bill authored by Rep Neave, HD 107 HB 
748 - was totally inappropriate for Texas riders; 64% of motorcycle 
riders in Texas already wear a helmet. We need to promote 
education in our state, not more legislation. (Texas ABATE had a 
petition ready with 2000+ signatures of Texas freedom fighters 
that choose to stand with liberty.  This petition was not utilized, as this bill never made it to a hearing.) HB 748 had 
25% progression, 1 co-sponsor, and died in the Transportation Committee. 

 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR TEXAS FREEDOM FIGHTERS: 
 

 Oct 2019 - TCOC&I confront Texas VFW in Austin to question General Orders 2019-2020, which included 
  inappropriate motorcycle profiling language (motorcycle gangs, vests, etc. prohibited).  Commander King 
  promptly removed this statement. 

 Progress in being made with our statewide COC&I motorcycle “RideRecordReport” campaign  
  - to report motorcycle profiling. 

 Texas ABATE attended the Texas Senate Sunset Advisory Board hearing in 2019-and testified for our  
  Motorcycle Safety Funds. 

 Texas ABATE filed with the State Audit Board requesting investigation of the misappropriated spending by the 
  TXDPS-misappropriating millions of dollars from our 0501-motorcycle safety fund (case still pending). 

 Gov Abbott proclaimed May as Motorcycle Safety & Awareness month in Texas - in both 2019 and 2020. 
 2016-2019 Texas riders participated each year in the Annual MRF Bikers Inside the Beltway (Texas to DC). 

 



Dallas Motorcycle Lawyers - Law Tigers Law Tigers is a national 
association of independent law firms in various states that represent 
motorcycle riders. This is a paid advertisement for a network (national 
association) of independent law firms in various states who are 
members of the American Association of Motorcycle Injury Lawyers. 

We would like to express our deepest, heart-felt, gratitude 
to EVERYONE that came out to support our cause: ALL of our 
sponsors AND volunteers, VFW Post 2772, Red Clay Gypsies, 
Salyer Auctions, folks who donated auction items and those who 
so generously bid on everything. Not only was it absolutely 
PERFECT weather for a ride, but brothers and sisters from 100s 
of miles away showed up for this amazing cause!  THANK YOU! 

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES 
Continued 

he suspects a crime is afoot, a traffic stop may last 
only long enough to check the driver’s paperwork 
and write a ticket or warning. 
Most recent national analyses of traffic stops have 
focused on the disproportionate rate of police 
searches of Black and Hispanic motorists, though a 
federal measure currently under consideration in 
Congress could add motorcycle riders to that profiling 
study group. 
  

And so, this biker was relieved to finally be allowed 
on his way with just a ticket, but knew it wasn’t right 
and figured his motorcycle club vest must have raised 
the officer’s suspicions. 
  

Innocent people rarely protest meritless searches, so 
finding an attorney to take his case was difficult.  The 
overwhelming number of legal challenges occur in 
suppression hearings, when an officer’s suspicions 
were correct; contraband was discovered, and the 
defendant seeks to have the evidence tossed on 
procedural grounds. 
 

With the help of an Austin attorney who represents 
motorcyclists, the angry biker filed a lawsuit against 
the Texas trooper in early 2019.  Soon after reviewing 
the dashcam video, lawyers for the Texas attorney 
general’s office said they were ready to settle. 
  

According to the story posted in Insane Throttle 
(www.HarleyLiberty.com), the two sides agreed on 
$11,000 to compensate wronged rider Thomas Kost 
for the unjustified intrusion, and he used the 
settlement money to buy a new Harley. 



 

How are you dealing with this pandemic? Are you “living” life? What have 
you and your family members been doing to help alleviate some of the 
stress associated with Covid-19 and the year 2020?  Our readers would 
LOVE for you to share your creative ideas on how to cope with the 
obstacles we are facing these days.  Or maybe you have an adventure story 
to share.  Help brighten someone’s day by sharing your shenanigans. We 
are all in this together!  Submit your ideas and stories to 
news@texasabate.com today and tell us how you are “living”  ͧͪͩͨ 
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dedicated to the protection of the individual rights of motorcyclists through political change and 
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Robin’s Research 

Upcoming Events 

TEXAS TIDBITS 
 

TEXAS ABATE CONFEDERATION, INC 
 

Edition II, Volume XII 
November - December 2020 

STATE: 
 12/5/20 State Meeting, 1 pm, 

VFW Post 7227, 1707 Baker Road 
Sherman, TX 75090 

 

ARLINGTON: 
 3rd Sunday at 12 noon 

VFW Post 6111 
1200 W Harris Street 
Arlington, TX 76018 

 11/15/20 Bikers Giving Back 
to Arlington Fire Dept 
 

DENTON: 
 4th Sunday at 2:00 pm 

**NEW MEETING LOCATION** 
Horny Toad Café & Bar 
5812 Interstate 35 
Denton, TX 76207 
 

LAKE CITIES: 
 2nd Sunday at 1:00 pm 

VFW Post 10460 
501 Thompson Drive 
Lake Dallas, TX 75065 
 

TEXOMA: 
 3rd Sunday at 1:00 pm 

American Legion Post 62 
419 Crawford Street 
Denison, TX 75020 

 11/28/20 Freedom Run 
 12/12/20 Christmas Party 
 

Upcoming Events 
(Click underlined text for flyers/links) 

As the Independent Board Member for 2021 was elected by acclamation at the October 2020 State meeting, no ballots 
will be mailed. The Independent Representative is to keep the line of communication open between the ABATE Board and our 
Independent Members, to bring the Independent Members all information regarding Legislative issues and actions, and to 
bring to the Board your concerns, suggestions, ideas and such. 

However, if you've moved, changed your phone number or email address, and think that we may not have current contact 
information for you, let us know at either method below and we will be sure to update our records.  It's hard to keep you 
informed about motorcycle related issues if we cannot get in touch with you. 

Until December 31st, our Assistant State Coordinator, Dino Viles, is your point of contact:  

Email:  dviles85@gmail.com; Phone:  (903)624-1938; Snail Mail:  P.O. Box 440, Denison, TX 75021  

INDEPENDENT CORNER 

Robin’s ReseaRch 
Robin Warfield, State Secretary, Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all those who served Texas ABATE for the 2019-
2020 term!  The 2021-2022 State position nominations are closed.  Congratulations 
to the Texas ABATE Officers nominated for the upcoming term, and Independent 
Board Member for 2021, who were elected, by acclamation, at the October 2020 
State meeting. 

For more detailed information regarding the duties of these offices see pages 
12-15 of the Texas Abate Confederation Bylaws  

TEXAS ABATE, STATE OFFICERS 

Hotel details for Legislative Day (January 25, 
2021) in Austin ... click on the link to make your 
reservation and secure your $67 (+tax) rate for 
your room or call the number below and give 
them the Reference Group Code. 
** CC is required to make the reservation, BUT 
you will NOT be charged until your stay. 
By Phone: 1.877.242.3654 
Online:  
https://austinarboretum.place.hyatt.com/.../ho
me.html...  
Group Rate $67 + tax available until midnight 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
Reference Group Code: G-TXAB 

Here is a link to some really great rates on hotels/motels in and around Austin for 
Legislative Day, if you choose not to take advantage of the group block that ABATE has 
secured, and/or one of the group blocks that the COC&I will undoubtedly secure 
https://Groups.hotels.com/EventPage6107471 
 



  
 

The “Federal Legislative Strategy Session” on Saturday afternoon established our 2021 high and medium priority objectives – 
as well as the objectives the MRF is monitoring.  If you are interested in the MRF 2021 federal priority objectives, or any 
other legislative information, please email me at Skee.Dodson@texasabate.com. 

Legislative Report Skee Dodson, State Legislative Officer, Texas Abate Confederation, Inc. 

Thank you, Texas ABATE, for sending me to Indianapolis, Indiana, for the 36th Annual Motorcycle 
Riders Foundation’ (MRF) Meeting of the Minds - Hoosier style! What an exhaustive & productive  
weekend it was; from the opening remarks, the general session, the 
legislative update, and the MRF Champions and Membership awards - 
this 36th annual Meeting of the Minds, hosted by ABATE of Indiana, 
was awesome! Good job volunteers, and congrats to all award  

 recipients! Texas ABATE received a recognition award for the “Largest Outreach Via Call to  
 Action to House Transportation Committee 

Members During Debate on the Highway 
Bill"; long title, but a very meaningful  
accomplishment by everyone who took action! Texas ABATE would not have 
had the “largest outreach” if it were not for the advocacy of all Freedom 
Fighters in Texas, including ABATE!  The MRF managed to get 4 (4.5) 
motorcycle amendments included in this bill (HR 2).  Since this 
Transportation Bill passed the House, it will not have to be re-introduced in 
this chamber again next session – and that is going to make the MRF 
legislatively stronger to get the Senate to follow suit. 

2021 is going to be a good year for federal freedom 
fighters – with "unity in our community”. MRF President, 
Kirk “Hardtail” Willard said it best at the conference: “We 
are as strong as ever”!  At the 36th Annual Meeting of The 
Minds, as part of the “Roll-Call of States”, I had the 
opportunity to present our Texas accomplishments.  Texas 
brought a half a dozen advocates to this conference in Indy, 
and hopefully, next year we will bring even more; I look 
forward to doing it all again in Atlanta, Georgia – in 2021! 

The discussion slide that I presented for Texas at the 
36th annual Meeting of the Minds – Roll Call of States 
included the following: 
QUICK FACTS: 

  Texas COC&I, moving forward, will be known as the “Texas Council of Clubs and Independents” (dropping all 
affiliation with AIM). 

 Texas Governor Greg Abbott proclaims May as Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month for another consecutive 
year! 

 NHTSA released info in 2019 that Texas, Motorcycle Fatalities dropped 15%-the lowest number of fatalities in over a 
decade! (Nationally, motorcycle fatalities dropped 5%.) 

 Texas Legislature only meets every other year (odd years) 
 January 12, 2021 is the first day of the Texas 87th legislative session; and our "Texas Biker Legislative Day 2021"  -on 

January 25th - at the State Capitol in Austin! 
 

TEXAS 86TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION (2019) 
 

BILLS ADVANCED (BILLS WE SUPPORTED): 
 

 SB 616 - moving the administration of the mc training course and the administration of the 0501- motorcycle safety 
fund away from the Department of Public Safety (TX DPS)-and moving all administration to the Texas Department of 
Licensing and Regulation (TDLR).  Effective Sept. 1, 2020. 

 HB 1755 - Relating to assembled vehicles and former military vehicles, including the titling and registration of those 
vehicles. 
 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT continued on page 4 



“STATE BEAR OF TEXAS” 
Submitted by Robin Boland, Arlington Chapter 

DID SOMEONE SAY “PARADE”  

  

From chowing down on 
corny dogs and funnel 
cakes to spinning a wheel 
of chance to win a bear of 
our own, our chapter 
antics were welcomed 
and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all!  Maybe we can 
make this part of our 
annual calendar?! 

our new-found friends. These bears are dressed in an Arlington Abate 
t-shirt before being placed in plastic, “shrink-wrapped” to reduce 
storage space and kept clean. 

Arlington Abate has been doing our 
version of a “teddy bear run” for, ooh, three 
(3) years now.  Plush-in-a-Rush held their 3rd 
Annual Open House last Saturday, 10/17, so a 
small group of us decided to ride to Dallas to 
pick up this year’s bears and celebrate with  

Join us, after our November meeting, 
for our Bikers Giving Back event and help 
us deliver the bears to our first responders 
at Arlington Fire Department.  Plush bears 
bring a bit of cheer to children in distress.  
Even the tiniest gesture of kindness can 
make a world of difference! 
 

Medicine Park, OK 
 

It was an awesome, 
disciplined, parade ride!  
400 miles, peg-to-peg, 

0.5 seconds apart.  
Great way to break-in 

two of our newest 
Denton ABATE 

members! 
 

Submitted by David Dennis, 
Denton Chapter 

INNOCENT BIKER’S PERSISTENCE NETS NEW HARLEY 
The Texas biker may have deserved a speeding 
ticket, but he didn’t think the traffic stop warranted 
the questioning, roadside investigation, pat-down 
search, or enduring an hour of detainment along 
the roadway waiting for a drug-sniffing dog to arrive 
on the scene; resulting in inconvenience and 
embarrassment because a law enforcement officer 
had guessed wrong. 
  

Statistically, police are terrible at determining which 
motorists are worthy of being detained and 
searched, often relying on signs of a driver’s 
deception such as twitching, fidgeting or lack of 
eye-contact, all of which research long has 
debunked as signals of lying. 
  

“There are no nonverbal and verbal cues uniquely 
related to deceit,” a 2011 review of deception 
research concluded, while a 2005 study of Texas 
police found officers performed barely above 
random chance in being able to discern a person 
telling the truth from a liar. 
  

Texas police performed just under a million 
searches during traffic stops last year, according to 
figures reported to the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement, and though “hit rates” vary by 
department, only about 1 in 5 resulted in 
contraband being found.  Yet Texas law 
enforcement agencies seized about $50 million in 
forfeited funds in each of the past five years; with 
proceeds split between police and prosecutors and 
used to fund more searches. 
  

Police once needed probable cause that a crime 
was occurring to investigate motorists during a 
stop.  But in 1968, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed 
brief stops based on a lower standard of 
“reasonable suspicion” of wrongdoing.  A later 
decision clarified that if the officer can’t specify why 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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Rober Crowdis, State Membership 
Officer, Texas Abate Confederation 

2020 NEW ABATE MEMBERS
Total Number of New Members by 

Chapter & Independents

CHAPTER JUL AUG SEPT
ARLINGTON 0 1 3
DENTON 0 1 2
LAKE CITIES 2 0 1
TEXOMA 1 2 2
INDEPENDENTS 1 3 3

“Thank You and Welcome to ABATE” 

 HB 646 - Relating to the operation and inspection of 
mopeds. 

 HB 3131 - Relating to the classification and operation 
of mopeds and certain motorcycles 

 SB 486 - A new light-duty motor vehicle powered by 
an electric drive is eligible for a $2,500 tax incentive 

 

DID NOT ADVANCE (BILLS WE SUPPORTED): 
 

 SB273 - Relating to the operation and movement 

Legislative Report Continued 

of motorcycles on certain highways during periods of traffic 
congestion (lane sharing). 

 HB 1270 - Relating to the operation and movement of motorcycles on 
certain highways during periods of traffic congestion (lane sharing). 

 HB 4265 - Relating to the rules of the road regarding red signals at 
certain traffic-control signals. 

 

DID NOT ADVANCE (BILLS WE OPPOSED): 
 

 HB 748 - Universal Helmet bill authored by Rep Neave, HD 107 HB 
748 - was totally inappropriate for Texas riders; 64% of motorcycle 
riders in Texas already wear a helmet. We need to promote 
education in our state, not more legislation. (Texas ABATE had a 
petition ready with 2000+ signatures of Texas freedom fighters 
that choose to stand with liberty.  This petition was not utilized, as this bill never made it to a hearing.) HB 748 had 
25% progression, 1 co-sponsor, and died in the Transportation Committee. 

 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR TEXAS FREEDOM FIGHTERS: 
 

 Oct 2019 - TCOC&I confront Texas VFW in Austin to question General Orders 2019-2020, which included 
  inappropriate motorcycle profiling language (motorcycle gangs, vests, etc. prohibited).  Commander King 
  promptly removed this statement. 

 Progress in being made with our statewide COC&I motorcycle “RideRecordReport” campaign  
  - to report motorcycle profiling. 

 Texas ABATE attended the Texas Senate Sunset Advisory Board hearing in 2019-and testified for our  
  Motorcycle Safety Funds. 

 Texas ABATE filed with the State Audit Board requesting investigation of the misappropriated spending by the 
  TXDPS-misappropriating millions of dollars from our 0501-motorcycle safety fund (case still pending). 

 Gov Abbott proclaimed May as Motorcycle Safety & Awareness month in Texas - in both 2019 and 2020. 
 2016-2019 Texas riders participated each year in the Annual MRF Bikers Inside the Beltway (Texas to DC). 

 



Dallas Motorcycle Lawyers - Law Tigers Law Tigers is a national 
association of independent law firms in various states that represent 
motorcycle riders. This is a paid advertisement for a network (national 
association) of independent law firms in various states who are 
members of the American Association of Motorcycle Injury Lawyers. 

We would like to express our deepest, heart-felt, gratitude 
to EVERYONE that came out to support our cause: ALL of our 
sponsors AND volunteers, VFW Post 2772, Red Clay Gypsies, 
Salyer Auctions, folks who donated auction items and those who 
so generously bid on everything. Not only was it absolutely 
PERFECT weather for a ride, but brothers and sisters from 100s 
of miles away showed up for this amazing cause!  THANK YOU! 

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES 
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he suspects a crime is afoot, a traffic stop may last 
only long enough to check the driver’s paperwork 
and write a ticket or warning. 
Most recent national analyses of traffic stops have 
focused on the disproportionate rate of police 
searches of Black and Hispanic motorists, though a 
federal measure currently under consideration in 
Congress could add motorcycle riders to that profiling 
study group. 
  

And so, this biker was relieved to finally be allowed 
on his way with just a ticket, but knew it wasn’t right 
and figured his motorcycle club vest must have raised 
the officer’s suspicions. 
  

Innocent people rarely protest meritless searches, so 
finding an attorney to take his case was difficult.  The 
overwhelming number of legal challenges occur in 
suppression hearings, when an officer’s suspicions 
were correct; contraband was discovered, and the 
defendant seeks to have the evidence tossed on 
procedural grounds. 
 

With the help of an Austin attorney who represents 
motorcyclists, the angry biker filed a lawsuit against 
the Texas trooper in early 2019.  Soon after reviewing 
the dashcam video, lawyers for the Texas attorney 
general’s office said they were ready to settle. 
  

According to the story posted in Insane Throttle 
(www.HarleyLiberty.com), the two sides agreed on 
$11,000 to compensate wronged rider Thomas Kost 
for the unjustified intrusion, and he used the 
settlement money to buy a new Harley. 



 

How are you dealing with this pandemic? Are you “living” life? What have 
you and your family members been doing to help alleviate some of the 
stress associated with Covid-19 and the year 2020?  Our readers would 
LOVE for you to share your creative ideas on how to cope with the 
obstacles we are facing these days.  Or maybe you have an adventure story 
to share.  Help brighten someone’s day by sharing your shenanigans. We 
are all in this together!  Submit your ideas and stories to 
news@texasabate.com today and tell us how you are “living”  ͧͪͩͨ 
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