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Motorcyclists are celebrat-
ing a “win” in this year’s 
Texas Legislative Session 
– Texas Senate Bill 1967 
(SB1967), authored by 
Senator John Carona (R-
Dallas) and sponsored by 
Representative Norma 
Chavez (D-El Paso). Gov-
ernor Rick Perry signed 

the bill into law on June 19, 
2009, with an effective date 
September 1, 2009. This 
new law introduces many 
motorcycle-related changes 
in the Lone Star State that 
affect all riders: 

• Funding by the Texas De-
partment of 

Transportation (TXDOT) for 
a public  awareness cam-
paign to promote motorcy-
clist safety and the concept 
of sharing the road with mo-
torcyclists 

(an extension of the Look, 
Learn, Live 

campaign introduced in 
2008); 

• Changes to the definition of 
a motorcycle to include cer-
tain enclosed three-wheeled 

passenger vehicles;  

• Changes to the licensing 
requirements for enclosed 
three-wheeled passenger 
vehicles; 

• A requirement for all appli-
cants for a motorcycle li-
cense, or endorsement on a 
regular or commercial 
driver’s license, to provide 
proof of successful comple-
tion of an approved basic 
motorcycle operator training 
course, such as that  offered 
by the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation (MSF); 

• Penalties for failure to yield 
the right-of way violations 
resulting in bodily injury 
range from $500 to $2,000, 
while those resulting in seri-
ous bodily injury range from 
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To Texas ABATE Members: 
As ya’ll know SB 1967 has 
know gone into affect. It is a 

bill that should change Mo-
torcycle Safety in the state of 
Texas. Want to thank ya’ll for 
helping to get this bill 
passed. Of course Sputnik 
and his hard working Legisla-
tive team need to be 
thanked. I would suggest 
everyone get a copy of this 
bill and carry it with them on 
there bikes for a while. Not 
sure how the police will inter-
pret the bill. 
  Everyone realizes that 
ABATE is always fighting for 
our freedom to ride. It is a 
never ending job. Sometimes 
we get a little tired and forget 

that we should put up a fight 
everyday. Legislation never 
quits and we should not 
either. Since this is our off 
season with legislative we at 
ABATE need to get ready 
for the next session in 2011. 
We plan on going after the 
cable barriers for starters. Of 
course there will be other 
issues to bring up.     One 
that really interests me is 
why do motorcycles have to 
have safety chains to pull a 
trailer? That question was 
asked at  

Disclaimer: This newsletter represents the Texas ABATE Confederation Inc.  It is for the members, about the members, and by the members. Any information submitted and printed in this newsletter was provided by members and reflects their thoughts and 
beliefs. Slanderous material,  accusing letters, and profanity will not be printed. We reserve the right not to accept advertisements from vendors who discriminate against motorcyclists in any way. All content and photographs are the property of Texas 
ABATE Confederation Inc., and associate chapters, and may not be used or reproduced in any manner or format without the express permission of the membership of Texas ABATE Confederation Inc., by majority vote.�
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Motorcyclists are celebrating a “win” in 
this year’s Texas Legislative Session – 
Texas Senate Bill 1967 (SB1967), au-
thored by Senator John Carona (R-
Dallas) and sponsored by Representa-
tive Norma Chavez (D-El Paso). Gover-
nor Rick Perry signed the bill into law 
on June 19, 2009, with an effective date 
September 1, 2009. This new law intro-
duces many motorcycle-related 
changes in the Lone Star State that 
affect all riders: 

• Funding by the Texas Department of 

Transportation (TXDOT) for a public  
awareness campaign to promote motor-
cyclist safety and the concept of sharing 
the road with motorcyclists 

(an extension of the Look, Learn, Live 

campaign introduced in 2008); 

• Changes to the definition of a motor-
cycle to include certain enclosed three-
wheeled passenger vehicles;  

• Changes to the licensing requirements 
for enclosed three-wheeled passenger 
vehicles; 

• A requirement for all applicants for a 
motorcycle license, or endorsement on 
a regular or commercial driver’s license, 
to provide proof of successful comple-
tion of an approved basic motorcycle 
operator training course, such as that  
offered by the Motorcycle Safety Foun-
dation (MSF); 

• Penalties for failure to yield the right-of 
way violations resulting in bodily injury 

range from $500 to $2,000, while those 
resulting in serious bodily injury range 
from $1,000 to $4,000;  

• A prohibition against law enforcement 
stopping or detaining a motorcycle op-
erator, or passenger, solely to determine 
whether the person has successfully 
completed a motorcycle operator train-
ing and safety course or is covered by a 
health insurance plan; 

• A requirement for the Department of 
Transportation to develop a standard of 
proof of health insurance coverage for 
adult motorcycle operators and passen-
gers; and 

• A requirement that all driver education 
courses or driving safety courses include 
information on motorcycle awareness, 

dangers of failure to yield the right-of 
way to motorcyclists, and the need to 
share the road with motorcyclists. What 
does this mean to riders in Texas? 

• There has long been the requirement 
of having the motorcycle endorsement/ 
license to legally operate a motorcycle in 
the state of Texas. Right now, you may 
have the option of taking a basic riders 
course to replace the riding portion of 
the test. Effective September 1, an ap-
proved basic rider course will now be 
required in order to apply and test for the 
motorcycle endorsement. 

· Many ride without a motorcycle license/ 
endorsement. This new requirement will 
increase those numbers. In response to 
this probability, if caught driving a motor-

cycle after September 1 without the motor-
cycle endorsement, law enforcement offi-
cials may confiscate your bike until proof of 
attendance in Motorcycle Riding Course. 

· For those “old salts” who have been riding 
for years, The Texas Department of Public 
Safety (DPS) is testing a pilot Advanced 
Basic Riding Course. This will be a shorter 
course than the two-day basic for beginners. 
At this time, it is unknown when this will be 
available. 
 
· FINALLY, increases in failure to yield right 
of-way! 

· Hopefully, stiffer penalties will help, even if 
indirectly, with motorcycle awareness in 
general. 

· • The Texas Education Agency (TEA) had 
already started providing materials about 
motorcycle aware-ness to drivers’ education 
classes. With the new funding, new materi-
als can be developed and distributed. 
 
• You will see more motorcycle awareness 
promotions coming from TXDOT, the Texas 
Transportation Institute, and the Texas Mo-
torcycle Safety Council. 

· For riders who have fought for the right to 
ride without a helmet – SUCCESS! The 
round sticker on the license plate for not 
wearing a helmet goes away… and having 
to show the dollar value of insurance on 
insurance card goes away. Insurance is still 
required, but a specific dollar amount is not 
longer stated. 
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present a rough draft, but when it is 
ready, it will be accessible to the mem-
bers.  The Board will then finalize it and 
vote on the new document, probably in 
2010. 

The committee members are:  Rick 
Boland (State Coordinator), Crystal 
Wolff (State Secretary), Larry West 
(Denton Chapter), Dewayne Leeth 
(N.E.T. Chapter), Dave Wilden (Golden 
Triangle Chapter), Gena Guffee 
(Texoma Chapter), Robin Warfield 

Having trouble with the Confederation 
guidebook, too confusing, too long, 
doesn’t answer my question?  Well 
you’re not alone. The Board of Directors 
agrees.  So they have established a 
committee to rewrite the document.   

I have volunteered to act as the secre-
tary for this project.  Work is underway 
but there is still much to do.  We have 
been meeting and communicating, 
mostly through e-mail.  It is too early to 

(State Treasurer), David Die (State Legis-
lative Officer), Brenda Daniels (District 11 
Chapter) and Andy Stoody (Arlington 
Chapter and Committee Secretary). 

Please be free to address your concerns, 
comments and input to these committee 
members.  We want to make this docu-
ment as perfect as possible. 

 Let the good times roll! 

Andy 

Continue on Page 6 
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Those are quotes from Dr. Jeffery W. Runge, Administrator of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), while 
speaking at the Lifesavers Convention, Charlotte, NC, on March 14, 2005. And just in case you hadn't figured it out yet, the "they" 
being referred to is you and me - motorcyclists.  

Dr. Runge and other "authorities" making these statements always back up their comments with hard scientific evidence like, 
"motorcycle fatalities have increased 12% in the past two years." Of course, what they never include in such statements are modifying 
facts, like maybe, "the number of people riding motorcycles has increased by 18% in the past two years." We wouldn't want to confuse 
people with too many facts, so we'll just give them the ones that support the conclusions we've already jumped to.  

The plain and simple truth is that you can manipulate statistics to support just about any theory you'd care to propose. One of my old 
college professors proved that to me beyond any shadow of a doubt. And at the risk of sounding even more paranoid than I already 
am, I'm pretty sure that our government has an entire cadre of experts in its employ whose only job it is to do just that very thing. But 
even they can't hold a candle to the greatest statistical "spin doctors" I've ever encountered: The Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety (IIHS). Read one of their annual reports, and unless you're a totally gullible moron, you'll see exactly what I mean.  

One of the IIHS' favorite stats to report is that, "per mile traveled, motorcycle rider fatalities are 27 times greater than those in automo-
biles." Well, golly, since they bothered to factor in "per mile traveled," that sounds pretty bad, doesn't it? I suppose it does, but it 
leaves out a few mitigating factors. For example, a motorcycle will be carrying a single rider about 90% of the time. When you ride one 
mile without an accident on your bike, you are counted as one safe mile traveled. But the stats for automobiles includes not only cars 
with two or more passengers, but also vans, trucks and even buses. A bus with 40 passengers goes one mile without an accident, 
and it is counted as 40 safe miles traveled, compared to your one mile. Then, add in the fact that motorcycles simply aren't ridden the 
number of miles in a year that a car is used. In fact, we average only about 30% of automobile usage. Oh, and they count dirt bike 
miles, too, and ATVs, which obviously results in a lot more accidents "per mile traveled." Ever see someone go off-roading in the fam-
ily sedan, or better yet, a fully-loaded school bus?  
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Are you beginning to see how this works? If not, I'll make it even simpler: Per mile traveled, a pedes-
trian is 18 times more likely to be injured or killed in an accident than a motorcyclist. We need to get 
those crazed, daredevil walkers and joggers off our sidewalks! But wait --there's something worse: Per 
mile traveled, equestrians (horseback riders) are 25 times more likely to be killed or injured in an acci-
dent than a motorcyclist! Sure, I'll admit that motorcycle riding can be dangerous --as riders we need 
to never forget that-- but I don't hear anyone talking about how dangerous it is to ride a horse, or about 
regulating them more, or even banning them outright.  
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Am I really paranoid, or am I detecting some kind of bias here? Do you remember, as I do, when Gary Busey fell off his bike and suf-
fered severe head trauma? The newspaper articles weren't very sympathetic. In fact, most seemed to lean toward the take that if he 
hadn't been doing something so stupid and dangerous as riding a motorcycle, this never would have happened, so he really had only 
himself to blame. Granted, Gary is a kind of belligerent, in-your-face sort of guy, so I can see how he elicited some of these reactions, 
but the fact remains that he was given little in the way of public sympathy. And yet, not too long after that incident, Superman himself, 
Christopher Reeve, fell off his horse and also suffered severe head trauma. Now, I felt as sorry for Chris as anyone, but the fact is, the 
media almost immediately anointed him as a saint. Magazines and TV shows devoted entire issues and shows to extolling this brave, 
valiant hero who was fighting for his life after an unfortunate accident. Okay, so maybe Chris was a nicer guy than Gary --but does 
that really explain why Gary was portrayed as an idiot for falling off a motorcycle, but Chris was lauded as a hero for falling off a 
horse?  

I forget who said it, but the quote goes something like this: "You're not paranoid if they really are out to get you."  
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The Paranoid Motorcyclist 
�
����"��#����$�%&�'	�
�����	�"��(�������'������&�) ���
���*�
���+&�
��+,�%"��

���"��--���

�������� � � � � � � � � � � �  � ! " �# �$ � � 
 � ! �� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � �



�
	���������������

To all chapter member the Mid South 
Mile basket still needs submissions.  - 
folks look around I am sure that you can 
find something that just shouts Texas.  
Please have all donations submitted 
before October 1st. 
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The goal of the Mid-South M.I.L.E. 
(Motorcyclists Improving Legislative 
Effectiveness) is to share ideas, tech-
niques, strategies and enthusiasm us-
ing the format of an annual education 
seminar. �

· Law enforcement cannot just pull us 
over because we are not wearing hel-
mets. However, keep in mind, they can 
still pull you over for other perceived vio-
lations and then check for proper licens-
ing and insurance, just as they will with 
cage drivers. 

· The money collected from the motorcy-
cle endorsement had been earmarked for 
training and motorcycle awareness cam-
paigns. Over the last few years, the gov-
ernment has been “borrowing” from this 
account, which left funding for these pro-
grams short. This law puts the funds 
back. There may be some back lash from 
law enforcement or, some officers on the 
street may not get the news quickly 
(taking up to three years in some cases 
when traffic laws change). Sputnik ad-
vises all riders to print out a copy of this 
bill and keep it on their motorcycles; it 
may save you some hassle. Visit Thun-
derRoadsTexas.com to download a PDF 
file of the bill text and/or the Committee 
Report. Texas ABATE and the Texas 
Motorcycle Rights Association (TMRA) 
continue to fight for the rights of motorcy-
clists around the state. They have a lot of 
work to do before the next Texas Legisla-
tive Session in 2011 (held every two 
years). They will be working closely with 
TXDOT, TTI, DPS along with various 
motorcycle awareness groups throughout 
the state to help implement the training 
and awareness campaigns for which this 
particular law provides. If you have any 
awareness campaign ideas or want to 
see what’s up, visit TexasABATE.com or 
TMRA2.org.  
 

Submitted by DDie from article published 
in Thunder Road Webzine. 

A special thanks to DDie for all of his 
work in the role of Legislative officer  
Texas ABATE and the many other hats he 
wears in fighting for our rights as motorcy-
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Slow Down or Stop !  
A police officer pulls a biker over. The 
biker says what's the matter officer? 
The officer says you just ran a stop 
sign. The biker began to argue stating 
that he slowed down and looked be-
fore going on. The officer says the 
sign said stop. The biker repeats him-
self and the officer does the same. 
The biker says it's the same thing. The 
officer pulls his Billy club and starts to 
hit the biker on the head. He says to 
the biker NOW would you like me to 
slow down or stop? 
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The Biker 

A drunken man walks into a biker bar, 
sits down at the bar and orders a 
drink.  Looking around, he sees three 
men sitting at a corner table. 

He gets up, staggers to the table, 
leans over, looks the biggest, meanest 
biker in the face and says, 'I went by 
your grandma's house today and I 
saw her in the hallway buck naked.  
Man, she is one fine looking woman!' 

The biker looks at him and doesn't say 
a word. 

His buddies are confused, because he 
is one bad biker and would fight at the 
drop of a hat. 

The drunk leans on the table again 
and says, 'I got it on with your 
grandma and she is good, the best I 
ever had!' 

The biker's buddies are starting to get 
really mad but the biker still says noth-
ing. 

The drunk leans on the table one 
more time and says, 'I'll tell you some-
thing else, boy, your grandma liked it!'  

At this point the biker stands up, takes 
the drunk by the shoulders looks him 
square in the eyes and says....... 
 
'Grandpa,............Go home, you're 
drunk!  
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 State Officers:      Board Members: 
 
Coordinator:  Rick Boland, present   Arlington:  Chuck Butler, present 
Assistant Coordinator:  open                          Denton:  Larry West, present 
Secretary:  Chrystal Wolff, absent    District 11:  Brenda Daniels , present 
Treasurer:   Robin Warfield, present   Golden  Triangle:  David Wilden, present 
Membership:  Robin Warfield, present  Texoma:  Bruce Guffee, present 
Newsletter:  open                                                           N.E.T.: Dewayne Leeth, absent 
Security:  Joe Wolff, absent 
Products:  open 
Legislative:  David Die, present 
 
Meeting open: 1:00 PM.  Pledge. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Reading suspended.  2nd, passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Balance, $1,657.66.  Motion to accept, 2nd, passed. 
 
Membership Report:  Total current members, 583.   N.E.T., 63,  Texoma, 81, Denton. 161, District 11,  14, Golden Triangle, 128, Ar-
lington, 58 and Independents, 78.   
 
Legislative Report:   Things discussed:  Firefighter no getting paid because he rode his bike to a work related deal.  Bill 1967 passed.  
Texas police cannot pull you over for not wearing a helmet.  No need for any dot.  Funding and grant money will be available for 
safety  training costs.  More cable barriers to be installed along Texas highways.  Share the road signs.  Biker was hurt, man who did 
it will get 6 years in prison. 
 
Security:  We are secure. 
 
Newsletter:  Deadline,  will be Sept. 7, 2009.  Chuck Butler to get and format  and send to Robin Warfield.  E-mail address is clbut-
ler2304@sbcglobal.net 
 
Products:  No report.  Northern Party T’s for $10.00.  Run pins, $5.00. 
 
Chapter Rep. Reports: 
 
Arlington:   Will have a run after the next meeting which is Sept.20, 2009 at D&J’s Saloon.  Arlington Family weekend the 1st of Nov.  
Chuck Butler’s farm by Lake Whitney.  Nomination for officers open.  So far same officers in place except Chapter Rep. will be Chuck 
Gann and Legislative officer will be Tommy Covington.  Should be working back out at the drag races in Ennis again in Sept. 
 
Denton:     Denton/Texoma Teddy Bear  Run will be Oct. 10.  Sept. 11-13 Chapter Getaway at Lake Murray.  Meeting are the 4th 
Sundays.  Chapter Dinner Run, Oct. 24.  New Member motorcycle training coarse for $125 instead of $195 and ABATE members.  
Mid-South-M.I.L.E. basket  is a grill. 
 
District 11:  Needs members to stay going.  Will have 5 new members this week.  Sponsor a Family for Christmas will be in Dec.  No-
vember will hold election for new officers.  No Thrills No Frills run on Nov. 13-15. 
 
Golden Triangle:   Benefit for child with spinal bifida.  Raised $5,525.00.  Autism benefit coming up.  Freedom Run Reunion to try to 
renew old members Oct. 10.  Nominations open next month. 
 
N.E.T.:  Thanks to State Officers that attended One Year Anniversary.   About broke even. 
We will be sponsoring a Bike Fun Run on Oct. 24 for the owner of the bar we meet at.  He is very ill.  In July, we helped CMA  AND 
 TMRA bikers and friends in Kaufman raise money for a shelter for battered, abused and abandoned children. 
 
Texoma:   As in Denton’s report, Teddy Bear Run will be Oct. 10.  Oct. 2-3 is the Real Fun Poker Run.  The run we had in June raised 
$500.  Dad’s Dad raised $1800.  Had a benefit for a child with MS.  Raised $734. 
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Old Business:     Mid-South-M.I.L.E  Is Oct 16-18 in Emporia, Kansas.  $100 allows as many people from a Chapter 
to go.  There is a $20.00 banquet fee per person.  And the rooms are not included.  The $100 is for the seminars only.  Denton in 
charge of basket from Texas this year.  Remember to brig Texas related items for basket.  Next years M.I.L.E.  WILL BE IN Texas.  
Guidebook report given by Andy.  Should be a member for 30 days in order to vote.  6 months in order to hold an office.  Minutes from 
all chapter secretaries should still be given to the State  secretary to archive.  50% of the Chapter Reps  need to be present at Board 
meeting to make a Quorum.  Question was asked if we should allow electronic means of being present to count towards a quorum.  
Checked on weather or not a copyright was in place anywhere for  ABATE.   We choose to use the word capitalized as the meaning in 
the dictionary.    
 
New Business:    Open nominations at State level.  Offices to fill are Coordinator, Secretary,  Legislative and  Membership. 
 
 Nominees for  coordinator  Gena Guffee from Texoma 
         David Wilden from Golden Triangle 
 
   Secretary   Brenda Daniels from District 11 
 
   Legislative  David Die from Golden Triangle 
 
   News Letter (accept it is not up until next year)  Gary Martin 
 
Due to the fact that Flipper Anderson has stepped down as Asst. Coordinator, Larry West from Denton was asked by Rick to step up 
and he agreed.  The board accepted his appointment. 
 
Next board meeting will be Nov. 14, 1PM at Lupe’s. 
 
District 11 has been having membership issued.  The board has agreed to give them 60 days to resolve the issues and get their mem-
bership up to 15 or more members. 
 
Meeting of the Minds in Minn. is Sept. 25-26.  Robin Warfield would like to go.  Requesting funds for expenses.  Motion to  allot 
$600.00 to Robin toward expenses and request extra, if needed from the chapters.  Discussion.   Amend motion to what chapters can 
afford if, anything.  2nd and passed. 
  
Open Forum:     Security as elected position to be looked into.    Suggested to put on some kind of Biker Rodeo.  Need some better 
means of funding the State. Purposed that one chapter out of the six  to hold some kind of fund raiser for the State every two months.  
Discussed some kind of budget for the legislative office.  50/50.  $27.00 to the winner,  Gena Guffee. 
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Arlington ABATE meeting last month 
and that should be looked into also. 
What if the trailer came of the bike and 
the chains drag you down? So more 
safety issues to contend with. If ya’ll 
don’t know Texas ABATE is going to 
start a Safety Program. So far it is 
called AMSEP. That stands for ABATE 
Motorcycle Safety Education Program. 
We may have to change our game plan 
some. Since the new bill came out but 
we are looking into our options for the 
program. So any ideas will be wel-
comed of course. Remember this is 
your Organization. 
  This time of year is when we elect Offi-
cer’s for the State Board. You should 
get with your Chapter Reps and let 
them now who you want in Office. The  
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positions open this year are State 
Coordinator, Secretary, Member-
ship and Legislative. As of right 
now you can check our website 
and find out who is running for 
those positions. All the independ-
ent members will get a post card 
or you can vote thru the Asst. Co-
ordinator Larry West. Check the 
website at texasabate.com  

Ride Free and Safely 
 
Rick Boland State Coordinator of 
Texas ABATE 

����������	�
��
��������������

�����������	��



����	
	�	�������

��'(�������� �)*�+��(�,�)�
�����'������
�-���()	���'(��./����

� � " � � � � � � � � � � #$%�& � � � � �#$ � �$ � � �

�+,�����0-�012������3��'(�(�(��20���



�

Chapter Election coming in October 

Sunday, October 18th, the chapter will be holding the 
annual officer election.  The following is a list of who is 
running and for what office: 

Chuck Butler  Coordinator 
‘Pistol Bob’ Eaton  Assistant Coordinator 
Mike Young  Secretary 
Bobby Smith  Treasurer 
Greg Wingo   Security  
Tommy Covington   Legislative Officer 
Chuck Gann  Chapter Representative 
OPEN   Merchandise 
OPEN   Events Coordinator 
OPEN   MEDIA Coordinator 
 

If your interested in running for a position please con-
tact Chuck at 817-271-4836  
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No matter where you live in Texas there is al-
ways some place to go and something to do.  
Over the Labor day weekend we went to Ban-
dera Texas for the 156th Anniversary Celebra-
tion which featured a Rodeo, cattle drive, re-
enactments of the early days of Bandera, coun-
try music, story tellers and vendors of all sorts.  
From there a short hop to Fredericksburg for 
the Fandango then on to Luckenbach  for a 
cold beer.  With the exception of a few thunder-
showers it was a great time for all. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Arlington ABATE Calling Post 

This September was the first month for 
Arlington ABATE to use the Calling Post 
as a means to contact the entire member-
ship.  In the past the chapter members 
have been contacted via post cards and 
emails.  The average cost of preparing 
and sending post cards out to the mem-
bership is around $35.00 dollars per mail-
ing.  The calling post allows us to buy 
blocks of calls at $50.00 dollars per thou-
sand calls.  To mail the same volume of 
postcards would cost $350.00. 

In the future we can look to use the calling 
post not announcing meeting but alerting 
member to important issues and events. 

A special thanks to Craig Lambert for 
setting us up with this program.  

Drag Strip Oct23/24 

This October 23rd and 24th we have been 
asked to work at the Drag Strip in Ennis, 
Texas.  This is a very important opportu-
nity for Arlington ABATE and we cannot let 
it slip by.   

This is the single finest fund raising event 
that Arlington ABATE has been involved 
in.  In one weekend we are able to raise 
more money then any five poker runs, 
raffles. 

We need between 10 to 20 volunteers to 
work each of these two days.   

To volunteer or find out more contact Doc 
at Flying Hog Cycle  (817)222-1210  or  
Chuck (817)-271-4836 

I recently received an email from an ABATE 
member that wanted to know where they could 
order the “Master ABATE Shirt”?  The following 
is my answer to that question.  

You can’t buy the “Shirt”, you earn it.  First you 
have to be a member of Arlington ABATE.  Sec-
ond a committee select who will be awarded the 
“Shirt”.  

The committee is made up of a chapter officer 
and at least two owners of the “Shirt”.  They are 
charged with determining whom should get the 
shirts.   

Those to that are select to receive the “Shirt” will 
have it awarded at the Annual Arlington Biker 
Ball. 

Those nominated for the shirt are selected by 
the officers and other members of the chapter.  
The nominating process is very simple.  We (the 
officers) keep track of who works what events.  
We look for those people that are there ready to 
lead a hand or just help out in any fashion. 

For those that make the rides to Austin and 
even attend the state meetings and events. 

However it goes way beyond working events —
it is service to the Chapter, which is promoting 
the message of ABATE. 

Generally the committee tries to find a least two 
people to receive the “Shirt”.  Last year there 
was only one person that earned the “Shirt”.  It 
is very possible that there may be times when 
no one earns the “Shirt”.  That is how high the 
standard is for it. 

The only award that I can think of that carries 
more prestige then the “Shirt” is the Honorary 
Life Member Patch.  So when you see an 
ABATE member that is wearing the “Shirt” or the 
Honorary Life Member Patch—Buy them Beer 
and thank them for their work and dedication. 

Chuck Butler  
Chapter Coordinator 
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We left home about five while it was still in the day,  
The three of us....our mission was Chapter Getaway. 
We arrived at Lake Murray, to ol’ Buzzard's Roost, 
Patrick, Wes, and Flipper were the first of our group. 
They all gave us greetings and big hugs 'Hello,' 
But they weren't the first, The Frosts camped down below. 
Taryn grabbed our coolers and stuff from the back 
While I put up the tents and made out our rack. 
It didn't take long for our white-whiskered friend 
To pull up with his 'toybox', his wife, and his grin. 
As we all got settled to sit and have fun, 
We kept asking each other "Are we the only ones?" 
It really didn't matter as the clouds rolled on in, 
We were there to not worry, be happy and swim. 
Wes and Flipper they made us all full late that night, 
Smoked links and chickens on beer cans danced tight. 
As we sat down to eat we all got a scare: 
Two big hairy tarantulas in our thoroughfare. 
Beer and Sangria Spritzers gave us no sense of time, 
Along came our secretary she was next in the line. 
We all stayed up talking and laughing til four, 
No worries of the Rack Monster came through the door.  
And then the next morning it started to rain, 
And it rained and it rained and it rained and it rained. 
 
We arose for breakfast: toast, hashbrowns and eggs, 
Time to get up and keep the mud off our legs. 
The only problem we had with our singing morning fairy 
She had Sangria Spritzers but no Bloody Mary. 
We made up our list for what was needed that day, 
My lady and I took the car and rolled away 
Down to our state where the beer is better 
And wouldn't you know it, it got wetter and wetter. 
We crossed everything off our short list with great care, 
Even got Zebra Cakes for Flipper's little bear. 
Got back in the car to get under way, 
I-35 was O U Sooner alumni race day. 
And it rained and it rained and it rained and it rained. 
We got back and sat under awnings, them’s and theirs, 
Had Sangria Spritzers, cold beer, and th0se good Bloody Mares. 
Why sit under the covers you may want to ask  
Even though it was  Saturday I didn’t need a bath. 
Cuz it rained and it rained and it rained and it rained 

Some took a chance to catch up on their ZZZZ's, 
Others of us sat and watched it drip from the trees. 
We called on our friends to come up and take part, 
But no one would believe that the rain did not start. 
Caty Rose sat around with a book in her hand, 
Too bad she couldn’t walk barefoot on South Padre Sand. 
Even though his smoker cooks ribs good and slow, 
Wes cursed it a little 'cause the ribs were a No Go. 
The night was kind of mellow as we sat on Snyder's floor 
Everyone was in there out from the downpour. 
I sat outside whistling and consulting my muse, 
Smoking on my pipe and slow-sipping my brews. 
And it rained and it rained and it rained and it rained. 

We made it through the night with just a bit of a soak, 
The tents held sturdy and tried not to float Away to the lake, where I 
never got my swim But that was okay,  
I got to stick my feet in. French Toast for breakfast, thanks to the 
Roseys, was great, And what do you know, the rib bones fell out a bit 
late! After that it was over, time to pack up our mules, And load up our 
tents and our  linens and shoes. 
We got back on the road to come home once again 
As it rained and it rained and it rained and it rained. 
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1. Every ride is optional. Every parking is mandatory. 

2. If you push the bars left, the bike goes left. If you push the bars right, the bike goes right. 
That is, unless you continue pushing the bars all the way, in which case the bike will go 
down. 

3. Riding isn’t dangerous. Crashing is dangerous. 

4. It’s always better to be on the sidelines wishing you were on the track than on the track 
wishing you were on the sidelines. 

5. The only time you have too much fuel is when you are on fire. 

6. The rear wheel is just a big fan on back of the bike used to keep the rider cool and his 
butt relaxed. Going into a corner too fast and slamming on the rear brake causes the “fan” 
to abruptly stop. When this happens you can actually see the rider start sweating and his 
butt become tense. 

7. When in doubt, slow down. No one has ever hit something too slow. 

8. A good ride is one from which you can walk away. A great ride is one after which you can 
use the bike again. 

9. Learn from the mistakes of others. You won’t live long enough to make all of them your-
self. 

10. You know you’ve left the side stand down when all left turn are bat-turns. You know 
you’ve left the center stand down when your in 1st gear at 4000 rpm going nowhere. 

11. Never let a motorcycle take you somewhere your brain didn’t get to three seconds 
earlier. 

12. Always try to keep the number of times you put your side stand down equal to the num-
ber of times you put the side stand up. 

13. There are two simple rules for riding smoothly and fast in snow and on ice. Unfortu-
nately no one knows what they are. 

14. You start with a bag full of luck and an empty bag of experience. The trick is to fill the 
bag of experience before you empty the bag of luck. 

15. If all you can see in your mirrors is sparks and all you can hear is screaming from your 
passenger, things may not be as they should be. 

16. In the ongoing battle between objects made of metal, rubber and fiberglass going 100+ 
miles per hour and the ground going zero miles per hour, the ground has yet to lose. Same 
holds for cars, large trucks, and animals taller than you. Draws don’t count. 

17. Good judgment comes from experience. Unfortunately, the experience usually comes 
from bad judgment. 

18. Keep looking around. There’s always something you’ve missed. 

19. Remember, gravity and centrifugal force are not just a good ideas. They are laws and 
are not subject to appeal. 

20. The two most useless things to a rider are the braking distance behind you and nine-
tenths of a second ago. 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
October 11 
Chapter Meeting 
American Legion 2pm 
 
November  8 
Chapter Meeting 
American Legion 2pm 

December 13 
Chapter Meeting 
American Legion 2pm�
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UPCOMING 
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Hello to all… We have been going through restructuring, our 
chapter has had some major problems. But we are about to be 
lined out and back on the job.  Thanks to some of The State Offi-
cers who came down to help us. 

We are still working toward the cause and very enthused with 
Motor Cycle Rights. 

We have some new members and that is what it takes some times 
to get us all motivated again. New blood and new ideas. 

We have some events coming up for the rest of the year.. 

Our 2nd annual JB Berry Rally  Nov. 13-15 here in Jacksonville.  
It is gonna be great. 

Adopt a family in December Blood drive for down Biker’s And year round we have a JB 
Berry Memorial Down Bikers Fund (to help any brother or sister out) And our new officer 
election. 

We meet the 3rd Sunday of each month at Lupe’s Rest. At 517 E. Rusk St Jacksonville, Tx. 
Every one is welcome to come. We hosted the last State Officers Meeting in Jacksonville. 
And it was great to see all of you. We will be looking forward to seeing you again In No-
vember for the next meeting. 

Brenda Daniels�
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
 
October 4 
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November  13-15 
2nd Annual JB Berry Rally 

December 6 
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